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ST. ILLUMINATOR CATHEDRAL’S WEEKLY NEWS

“History of Armenia: past, present, future” series of Seminars concluded

2N ‘

It was with great joy and jubilation that 33 out of over 60
participants received a memento Historical Atlas of Armenia,
donated by His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate,
and a Certificate of Perfect Attendance of the 8 seminars titled
“History of Armenia: Past, Present, Future”, signed by
Ambassador of Armenia to UN Mr. Garen Nazarian, Dr. Artur
Martirosyan, facilitator of the seminar, and Rev. Fr. Mesrob
Lakissian, Pastor.

It was obvious that attendants, through their commitment felt the
importance of discovering their historical roots, how Armenians fit
in world history, as well as going forward with a beneficial and
renewed sense of enriched identity.

It is important to mention that the participants came from every age
group as well as diverse country origins, including one very
committed non Armenian with a thirst for knowledge of Armenian
history. The presentations so interesting that series mostly ran out
of time and many continued the discussions afterwards.

As Armenians, we need to know our history, how we survived the

tests of time, learn to appreciate our culture and reinforce our

Dr. Artur Martirosyan

unique and rich identity.

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian expressed heartfelt thanks to H. E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate, Ambassador
Garen Nazarian, the sponsor of this seminar Mr. Andreias Marderosian, Dr. Artur Martirosyan and Mr. Onnik

Kasparian for making 5,000 pages of class copies.

By Harry Milian




Rev. Lakissian, Onnik Kasparian and Dr. Artur Martirosyan Dr. Artur Martirosyan, Ms. Alice Movsessian and Fr. Lakissian
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THIRTY THREE OF THESE CERTIFICATES HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE SEMINAR ATTENDEES



BRUNCH & TALENT SHOW

On Sunday, June 30, St. llluminator Cathedral’s Ladies Guild hosted Brunch and Talent Show

highlighting the musical potential of local Armenian youth.

The program, under the auspices of Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, featured the newly-formed “Hayer” Band.

The group of six musicians is directed by Samvel Nersisyan and features brass, woodwind, percussion, and string
instruments. The group presented a mixture of Armenian folk and contemporary pieces. The crowd was enthused by
the band’s performance and even joined along by clapping to the songs.

At the conclusion of the event, the Ladies Guild offered a brunch, during which various audience members were so
inspired by the performance that they donated in various amounts to the band. The donors, Ms. Verginia Hekimian,
Ms. Roza and Ms. Lily Markarian, contributed a total of $2,650.00. The band graciously accepted the support and
announced in order to continue building this success, they invite interested young Armenians to join the band.

By Sossi Essajanian

Members of “Hayer” Band
Mariam Nersisyan, Sargis Nersisyan,
Bedros Hovhannesian, Anthony Degoian, Tigran Degoian, Nicholas Degoian



Degoian Brothers

Sargis Nersisyan Bedros Hovnhannesian



Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian with Armine Vardanyan, pianist, Samvel Nersisyan, musical director and members of
“Hayer” Band

Ms. Virginia Hekimian donated $2,000.00 to the Band, in memory of her beloved brother Harold Edward Hekimian



Markarian family donated $650.00 to the Band

Ms. Meline Najarian, Chairlady of the Ladies Guild welcoming the audience



Ladies Guild getting ready to serve



SACRAMENTS
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NOAH JAMES AMOS DUMITRU, son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Jessica Dumitru,
was baptized on Saturday, June 29, 2013 at the St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral.
Mr. Armand Magardician and Ms. Madeleine Magardician were godparents.

We extend our congratulations to the newly baptized Noah and his entire family.

Armand Magardician, Michael & Jessica Dumitru with baby Noah, Madeleine Magardician
and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian



WEDDING

ARMEN GARO and SEDA AZARIAN were united in the Holy Matrimony at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral
on June 30", 2013. William Manzo and Arminae Reames were Best Man and Matron of Honor.

We congratulate newlywed couple and their families.

H. G. Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Mr. William Manzo, Mr. and Mrs. Armen and Seda Garo,
Mrs. Arminae Reames and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian
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THE YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN MOTHER
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- UwjpwlwG ukpp dpwmwhnu wnphip t:

- UwpnyuwjhG uhpny wnphipp dwjpwyuwa uknpG k:

- Utyp YnGuwy 1ptg hp dwghumpnu hwypp, pwjg tpptp hp dnipugul dwypp:
- Uwjyptipm pnmGgpGtpkG nuynpGbp s66 oupmmwo:

“There never was a woman like her. She was gentle as a dove and brave as a lioness.
The memory of my mother and her teachings were, after all, the only capital | had to start life with,
and on that capital I have made my way”.

Andrew Jackson



FEAST OF TRANSFIGURATION (VARTAVAR)

This Sunday, July 7, the Armenian Church observes one of its five major feasts, the Feast
of the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ (Aylakerputiunm / Vartavar). This Feast is
observed fourteen weeks after Easter, and therefore can fall between June 28 and August
1. It commemorates an episode in the New Testament recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and Peter. (See today’s Bible reading for the text from the Gospel according to St.
Matthew).

The Transfiguration took place on the “holy mountain” (believed to be Mt. Tabor) where
Jesus went with John, James and Peter to pray. As He was praying, “His face shone like
the sun and His garments became white as light.” The Patriarch Moses and Prophet Elijah
appeared at His side. It was at this moment that His appearance was “transfigured”

revealing himself as God to His disciples as a voice from above said, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom | am well pleased. Listen to him.”

The pre-Christian festival, Vartavar (Festival of Roses), was joined with this new Christian
holiday. Armenians would decorate the temple of the goddess of Asdghig (goddess of love,
beauty, fertility, and water) with roses, release doves, and engage in water games on this
pre-Christian holiday. St. Gregory the Illuminator combined Vartavar with Transfiguration.
The fifth century historian Yeghishe wrote the prayer that is read in the church on this
feast: “O Lord, bless the harvest of this year and defend from all the perils, and may Your
right hand, O Lord, protect us for the whole year.”

Vartavar became a traditional day of pilgrimage to churches named in honor of St. John the
Baptist. The most popular destination was the Monastery of Sourp Garabed of Moush,
founded by Gregory the Illuminator in the province of Taron near Moush. (Garabed means
Forerunner, referring to John the Baptist). The monastery was large and expansive and built
like a fortress in the mountains. More than one thousand pilgrims could be accommodated.
After 1915 the complex ceased to exist. The monastery was destroyed by the Turkish army,
and the ravages of time, weather and scavengers completed its destruction. The once large
and thriving Armenian monastery is now a mass of stone and rubble.

This Sunday is the name day for those named Vartkes, Vartavar, Vart, Vartouhi, Alvart,
Sevart, Nevart, Lousvart, Baidzar, VVartanoush, Vartiter, Varvar.

Armenian Prelacy: “Crossroads”



SUNDAY, JULY 7, 2013
Jurauadan

URGSULUL LUS UUSEENUD (16:13 -17:13)

Jtg op timnp, Bhuniu hp htim wow Mwnpnup, Swinpnu b SnhwGGiku tnpujpltipp tr quinbp pwpdp tn dp
hwtg, nip wnwGahG thG: <nlG wjjuytpybgun winlg nhdwg. hp ntdpp wpbint Giw6 nuuwmp nupdw b
hwgniunGpn (njuh Giw6 dtpdwy tnuG: 61 whw tpiigwl Undutul nt Gnphw6, npnlp Yn fuouthG Shuntuh
htin: Mtinmpnu puun Bhunwuh. - SEp, h7 63 jue Yppuy np hnu WGwbp. tpk Yniqbu’ tptip ypwGGtp phGhGp,
dtyp plqh, dEyp Unyjutup tr dhiup Gnhwgh hwdwp: UhGy Mbwmpnu 4p fuoutn, whw jnruwinp wdyy dp dwolbg
ghptiGp. wdwyhG dkokG dwyG dp junitigu, np Y pukp.- Uju t hd uhptith Opnhu, npniG tu hwdtguy. wnp dnhly
nnkp: Gpp wywtpmGtpp ubghG wuhw, vwpuwthwhwp' tptiuh Yypwj qnhG pGywl: Shuniu dombGwiny
nuut winbg ti puwt.- Qmph Gkp, dh" JwiulGwp: Upwybpmbtpp hptlg wyptinp ytip pupdpugnighl b
Shunwut quu dwnpny smbuwG:

BC. CLOGLSNMT
biwu. 7:25-8:4 9p. 14:16 - 21 U.3ngh. 1:1-7

TRANSFIGURATION

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (16:13 -17:13)

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then
Peter said to Jesus, - “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will make three dwellings here, one for
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” While he said still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed
them, and from the cloud a voice said, - “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am pleased; listen to Him!”
When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and
touched them saying, - “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no one except

Jesus himself alone.

BIBLE READINGS

Wis. 7:25-8:4 Zec. 14 :16-21 1n.1:1-7
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ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF AMERICA

FEASTERN PRELACY - I3 Eaa W* Strexs, Now York, NY 10016
Tel (212)680.7R10, FAX (212)089-7168. ol emmbitarmeninprelacy org

June 27,2013

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Pastor
Board of Trustees

St. Numinator's Arm, Apost, Cathedral
221 E. 27th Street

New York, NY 10016

Dear Pastor and Board Members,

We gratefully acknowledge receipt of $250,00 for assistance to the victims of the
tornadoes that devastated vast areas of Oklahoma. As many as 26 tornadoes hit Oklahoma within
a few days, and then on May 20 an enormous mile-wide tornado with winds up to 200 mph,
ripped through areas of the state, causing widespread destruction and injury.

I am grateful to our parishes for responding to my appeal to offer a special plate
collection on Sunday, May 26, specifically for Oklahoma relief. The total amount collected from
all of our parishes will be forwarded to the American Red Cross for this purpose.

Please extend my thanks to your parishioners for their generosity. We pray that
Almighty God will comfort the many families who lost loved ones as well as all of their worldly

possessions.
Prayerfully,

ARCHBISHOP OSHAGAN
Prelate
Eastern United States of America
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Sunday, August 18, 2013
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
BLESSING OF THE GRAPES & LUNCHEON

Sunday, September 15, 2013

FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

DIVINE LITURGY, BLESSING OF THE HARVEST (Wu9-UUSUVL), MADAGH

BOOK PRESENTATION “ONE CHURCH ONE NATION” by HRAIR HAWK KHATCHERIAN

Saturday, September 21, 2013

St. lluminator Cathedral’s
“HUYSER” Music Ensemble presents
THE SOUND OF FREEDOM
Celebration of Independence

Details to follow...

September 5 to October 3, 2013

“A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO MODERN ARMENIAN LITERATURE,” a series of five seminars presented
on Thursdays, 7 pm to 8:30pm, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral. Sponsored by the Armenian National Education
Committee (ANEC) and the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral. Presented by Vartan Matiossian, Ph.D.

Saturday, October 5, 2013, from 2pm to 6pm

Symposium “ARMENIAN WOMEN AS ARTISTS AND MOTHERS”

Sponsored by the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC) at the St. Illuminator Cathedral’s John
Pashalian Hall, on the year of the Mother of the Armenian Family.

Lecturers: Melissa Bilal (Columbia University), Jennifer Manoukian (Columbia Univercity) and Vartan
Matiossian (ANEC)



