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On Sunday, December 23, 2012 St. Illuminator’s Cathedral celebrated the feast of St. Stephen, the first deacon
and proto-martyr, the deacons wore liturgical crowns (uwnuwiwpw) in honor of this special day.

Der Mesrob with the choir members and deacons



APPRECIATION LUNCHEON FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE CATHEDRAL

On Sunday, December 23, all volunteers of St. [lluminator’s Cathedral were invited to gather at the John Pashalian Hall
for Appreciation Luncheon. Rev. Mesrob Lakissian, pastor and Mr. Shant Chalian, Chairman of the Board of Trustees
expressed their gratitude for the great service performed by volunteers.

Parishioners are enjoying delicious food



LADIES GUILD DONATES $12,000.00 TO THE CATHEDRAL

On Sunday, December 23, Ladies Guild of the Cathedral presented a check of $12,000.00 to the St. Illuminator’s
Cathedral. During this year Ladies Guild also donated 250 copies of Holy Bibles in English and Armenian to the
Cathedral; $500.00 to the St. Illuminator’s Day school, $200.00 to the Syrian Armenian Relief Fund; $100.00 to the
Armenian Prelacy and $100.00 to the Armenian Home for the Aged.

We greatly appreciate our Ladies Guild’s dedication, hard work and support to the Cathedral and community.

Pastor and Board of Trustees accepting a check from Ms. Meline Najarian, chairlady of the Ladies Guild

Der Mesrob, Board of Trustees and members of the Ladies Guild



IAEDIDANICES

Viken Kaloutian and Sabine Daly Warren were united in the Holy Matrimony on December 8, 2012.
Best Man: Alec Viken Ohanian, Matron of Honor: Genevieve Eliz Ohanian.
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Gregory Kazarosian and Veronika Eremina were united in the Holy Matrimony on December 23, 2012.
Best Man and Matron of Honor: Mr. & Mrs. Grigor and Lusine Tchilingarian.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the newly wedded couples and
their families



Education

Co‘('“cx s

NEW YEAR DAY

From earliest times of history people have had the concept of marking
time by dividing it into years. Each year, of course, has a beginning, which is called New Year’s Day (in
Armenian: Nor Dari, or Amanor, or Gaghand, which is cognate with the word “calendar”).

But that first day of the new year has been marked at different times in the annual cycle of seasons, for
various peoples.

Even today, that difference exists, and people have their own times for the start of the new year.

For long centuries the Armenian people celebrated the New Year on the first day of the month of Navasard,
which correspond to the present August 11. The word Navasard itself denotes new year.

For a time there was a practice of celebrating the start of the new year at the beginning of spring, following
the idea of nature’s awakening and flowering of plant life.

For Armenians, the acceptance of January 1 as the start of the New Year occurred in the 18" century, under
the pontificate (1763-1780) of Catholicos Simeon Erevantsi.

The New Year — Amanor, or Gaghand — has generally been a feast of joy and happiness for the Armenian
people.

It was custom, and an expression, to exchange gifts with family members and close friends, to bring delight
to children with gifts of clothes, playthings, and useful articles in exchange for their promises of good
behavior.

It was also custom to set the family table, to the level of their means, with fruits and good things to eat,
thereby making the abundance and joy spread throughout the year.

It is known from pages of ancient Armenian history that kings and princes organized popular athletic games,
and festivals acclaiming creativeness in songs, dance, music, and minstrelsy. These games and festivals were

known as Navasardian Days.

Thus, although the New Year was not a religious feast, it offered, in a sense, the alluring idea that the New
Year was a renewal just as the spiritual renewal found in the Christian Holy Nativity. It was with such thoughts
that religious celebrations took place in the church with the Divine Liturgy and appropriate sermons. Religious
and lay leaders of the community congratulated the people on the occasion with appropriate messages.

The New Year is international in character, for, notwithstanding when a people celebrate it, they indeed do
so.
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URGSULUL LUS 1NRGUUNE (22: 24-30)

Uywlybpmbtpn G dk9 yEkd owqtigut pk hphlGgik nJ whwnh Gumnhp dtop: 3huniu wlinlg
nuuwi.

- Uqqbtinm pwquunnpGtpp Yp mhptl hptiGg dnnnynipnGtpniG ypwy tie hpfunnGipp pupbpunp
Up ynsnthG hptiGg hywwmwyGhpmb Ynndt: Lwjg dtp ywpwaqujhl wynutu wtnp sk pppug:
nGnhwluwnwyp, dtip WkokG wikGEG vhop pnn wikGEG wquhyhG wtu pug, G wnwelGnpnp
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thnpédmphiGGtpniu pGpwgphl, i tu whw Yp fununmwbwd pwquunpniphitG wmwy dtqh,
hGswtu <wjypu hGoh mwy jununmwgui: by pwquinpniptiwGu Wk9 hd utinuGtu whwh nuntp
ni fudkp tit ywhnh pwquihp quhtipnt ypwj nuubint hwdwp bupwjtih mwuGbpym ghntipn:
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Gu. 51:15-52:3 Gpp. 13:18-25

SIXTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE (22:24-30)

A dispute also arose among them, which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. And he
said to them:

"The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and those in authority over them are
called benefactors. But not so with you; rather let the greatest among you become as the
youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For which is the greater, one who sits at table, or
one who serves? Is it not the one who sits at table? But | am among you as one who serves.
"You are those who have continued with me in my trials; and | assign to you, as my Father
assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel”.

BIBLE READINGS

Is. 51:15-52:3 Heb. 13 :18 - 25
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Requested by:

Ms. Gayane Kalenderian

In memory of her beloved brother

GARBIS KALENDERIAN - 1* Anniversary
In memory of her beloved parents

AARON & KNARIG KALENDERIAN

Also in memory of her beloved brother
TOROS KALENDERIAN
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FIRST OFFICER HOVAG KORTMOUSIAN

We regret to announce the death of First Officer Hovag Kortmousian, who was killed while serving
as an officer of the Syrian National Army. He was the brother of Very Rev. Fr. Varant Kortmousian, a
member of the Brotherhood of the Holy See of Cilicia.

Funeral services took place last Friday, December 23, at Sourp Asdvadzadzin Church in Kessab. His
Eminence Archbishop Oshagan has instructed all Prelacy churches to offer a Requiem Service for the
soul of the Hovag Kortmousian this Sunday, December 30.

ELIZABETH AMIRIAN (KAZIGIAN)
1925 - 2012

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian and Board of Trustees of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral expressed profound
sorrow on the death of Elizabeth Amirian, wife and mother of the active members of the Armenian
community Vahe Amirian and Neiri and Armen Amirian passed away on Thursday, December 20, 2012
in New Jersey.

On behalf of the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, Der Mesrob participated at the funeral service which
took place on Saturday, December 22, at Sts. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church in Ridgefield,
New Jersey.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Amirian Family.

May they rest in heavenly peace.



FROM CATHEDRAL’S MAIL BOX

December 13, 2012
e Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Pastor
Board of Trustees
St. llluminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral
221 E. 27" Street
New York, NY 10016

Dear Der Hayr and members of the Board,

We have received your parish’s donation of $250.00 to aid the victims of Hurricane Sandy. All of the donations
received at the Prelacy for this purpose are being sent to the American Red Cross specifically for Sandy relief
on behalf of the parishes and faithful of the Eastern Prelacy.

Those of us living in the Mid-Atlantic area, especially in New York and New Jersey, were affected to some
degree by this powerful storm. For some of us it amounted to only the inconvenience of power outages for
days. For others it was the devastating loss of homes and worldly possessions destroyed by wind and water.
Many areas are still in ruins and it is estimated that it will take years to recover. The only positive note was that
loss of life due to the storm was low.

Please express my thanks to your membership for their donations for Sandy relief. Let us continue to keep the
many homeless families in our thoughts and prayers.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Choloyan

Prelate

Eastern United States of America
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December 20, 2012
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Pastor

Dear Fr. Lakissian,

Wishing you every happiness this festive Season and prosperity in the New Year.
Thank you for being a supporter of our organization. We look forward to continue our relationship in the
coming year.

I wish all the best to you and your family.

Respectfully,

Ara Nazarian, Chairman

Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and Cultural Society
Eastern USA
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Unipp Lntuuninphy Zwjjujut Cwpwpoptuy dupdupu
69-23 47th Ave., Woodside, NY 11377
Pnpunupulub hwugk' 221 E. 27th St. New York, NY 10016
Bikhinpnuuwght hwugk' satarmenianschool@gmail.com
ZEnwduyl' (212) 689-5880

Pugnid” Unipp Lntuunnphy Uwygp Ghtnkginy Swpwupoptuy Ywpdupwih

Ubhh GACL- Unipp Lontuwinphs Uwyp Bhtntght Epotpu hwnnpnws E, np Up. Lntuunnphy Cwpwpontuy dwpdupup
hp goubkpp whwnh pwtiuy Lht BGopph £nthiq opowitht Uk, 8nitniwp 12-Eu dhtists Uughup 18, 2013-p, wmnwionmbwt dudp
9:45-ku Uhught 1:00:

Jupdwpwht jubdbwjunudpp juynnupupws k, pk Up. Lntuwninphy Cwpwpopbwy Tupduputtht hhuwlub
tyuwwnwlji £ hwy dwtinljubpnit nt yuwunwbhtbpnit thnpjuwtigl) hpkug dugpkuh (Egnit, wundmphiub nu
Upwilnjpn, hiswku tr quuntp pny-pnih phpky hpkug mwupklhgubpnit hkn® hpkug wpdwnubpnit junswé
wuwhbnt hwdwnp: Twijujupdujut dudwbululhg donkgnidnyg Juquniws spughpp yhnh wyuwnh huy
wpwljkpunp ptnbkjugut) hp dugpkuh (kqnipl, tGpudrnniplwt, wupht, wpnibunht nt yundnipbu:
Updwbwgpniphiuubpp wpnku hull ujuws Eu: Zupgupbpehljiutp b uyp nknbinphiabbp vinwbwine hwdwp hbnbibuyg
hwugkubpkl nkik dEynit Yupkh Enhub.

E-twdwlny’ satarmenianschool@gmail.com
hwdwguugh hwugkny” www.stilluminators.org
$huynipny’ www.facebook.com/StilluminatorsSatSchool.

‘Lwbt Jupbh Eghdlt Up. Lntuuinphy Uwygp Bhtnkgin) gpuubiubuly:

ANNOUNCEMENT
St. llluminator’s Armenian Saturday School
69-23 47th Ave., Woodside, NY 11377
Mailing Address: 221 E. 27th St. New York, NY 10016
E-mail: satarmenianschool@gmail.com
Phone: (212) 689-5880

St. llluminator’s Cathedral to Launch New Armenian Saturday School Program

NEW YORK—The St. llluminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral recently announced the launch of a new Armenian Saturday School
program to be held in Queens, New York. The school will open its doors beginning January 12, 2013 and run on Saturdays from 9:45-
1:00 pm until May 18, 2013.

The organizing committee announced in the mission statement that the school’s primary goal is “To teach Armenian language,
history, and culture.” It further states that through a “nurturing environment children will meet Armenian friends and stay close to
their roots.” A fresh new approach will be used to present a curriculum that aims to inspire students by giving them the core skills in
the Armenian language, enhanced by special subjects like art, music, and dance that will also be taught in Armenian.

Registration is now open on a first come, first serve basis. Forms and more information can be obtained by emailing
satarmenianschool@gmail.com or downloading forms from www.stilluminators.org or
www.facebook.com/StllluminatorsSatSchool. Hard copies are also available at the St. llluminator’s Armenian Apostolic
Cathedral office.
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THE ARS MAYR CHAPTER
INVITES YOU TO

A BAZAAR & FOOD FESTIVAL

EAT, WEAR AND BE MERRY

GREAT FOOD, ALL NEW APPAREL, JEWELRY, WATCHES AND MORE,,,
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2013
1:00 P.M.
ST. ILLUMINATOR’S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CATHEDRAL

PASHALIAN HALL
221 E. 27™ STREET, NY, NY

FREE ADMISSION

FOR MbF\’E INFORMATION, CALL ANAIS AT 718-392-6982
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AVAILABLE IN JANUARY

ALSUWUSU'vh MUSUrtull’v USLUWY
HISTORICAL ATLAS OF ARMENIA

30 MAPS /174 COLOR & MONOCHROME PHOTOS/
12.5 X9 INCHES / SOFTCOVER / 110 PAGES

PRE-ORDER NOW TILL JANUARY 6 FOR ONLY $35 (NCL SHIPPING)
AFTER JANUARY 6 AT THE REGULAR PRICE OF $40 + SHIPPING

TO ORDER CALL 212-689-7810
OR EMAIL US AT BOOKS@ARMENIANPRELACY.ORG

The Atlas is a publication of the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC)



