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ST. ILLUMINATOR  CATHEDRAL’S  NEWS 

REMEMBRANCE DAY FOR ARS MEMBERS AT ST. ILLUMINATOR’S CATHEDRAL 

 

On Sunday, February 24, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan 
presided over the Divine Liturgy and the Requiem Service at 
St. Illuminator’s Cathedral. Requiem Service was held in 
memory of deceased members and benefactors of the 
Armenian Relief Society. During the fellowship hour that 
followed the services, Archbishop Oshagan praised the ARS’s 
service and dedication to the Armenian community. 

 
 
Archbishop Oshagan and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian with members  
of the New York Mayr Chapter of the Armenian Relief Society. 
 
 

 
ARS  MAYR  AND  BERGEN  COUNTY  CHAPTERS  HOST  A  LECTURE  ON  WOMEN’S  RIGHTS 

 
On  February  21,  2013,  over  50  people  attended  a  lecture  on  the  state  of  women’s rights hosted by the ARS Mayr 

and  Bergen  County  Chapters  at  St.  Illuminator’s  Armenian  Apostolic  Cathedral  in  New  York  City.    Anahid  Ugurlayan,  Vice-
Chairlady of the ARS Mayr Chapter of NY and moderator of the program, welcomed the attendees and provided a brief 
overview of the ARS and its work.  Ugurlayan introduced ARS UN Coordinator, Houri Geudelekian, who provided an 
overview of the ARS and its history as an NGO at the UN since 1975.   

Geudelekian introduced Madeline Brecher, a representative of the International Council of Jewish Women 
(ICJW), a prominent NGO at the UN, who provided an overview of her organization.  Brecher explained that ICJW was 
established in 1912 and is an umbrella organization representing women's organizations in 43 countries.  ICJW also has 
consultative status at the United Nations an NGO with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and has permanent 
delegations in New York, Geneva, Vienna and Paris.  Brecher explained her extensive work on the various committees at 
the UN, including the NGO CSW Executive Committee where she works with Geudelekian, partnering with the ARS on 
many  parallel  events  during  this  year’s  CSW.     
 

 

                              Anahid Ugurlayan, moderator of the program                                   Members of ARS with Madeline Brecher 



  

 

PRELACY LENTEN PROGRAM CONTINUES 
 

The third of a six-part Prelacy Lenten program took place on Wednesday,  February  27,  at  St.  Illuminator’s  
Cathedral in New York City, presided over by His Grace Bishop Anoushavan, Vicar General. The lecturer was 
Meline  Karakashian,  Ph.D.,  Clinical  Psychologist,  who  spoke  on  “The  Challenges  of  being  a  Mother  Today.” 
Dr. Karakashian spoke about the ideal mother just before and after the 1915 Armenian Genocide, showing how 
the mother-child relationships had changed. After the genocide it seems difficult for our mothers to let go 
because of the fear of losing their children, she said. We have not really studied this and other effects that the 
genocide has had on our mothers. We need to create opportunities for our mothers to discuss these sort of issues 
openly and freely, she suggested, and the church community is the ideal place for that type of thing to happen. 
Afterwards, the participants engaged in interesting discussions on different styles of rearing children and on 
ways to overcome challenges mothers face today. 
Next Wednesday, the speaker will be Maggie Kouyoumdjian, Sts. Vartananatz Sunday School Director (NJ), 
who  will  speak  about  “Lessons  from  Famous  Mothers  from  the  Bible  – A  Brief  Reflection.” 

 

                                 

 

            Dr. Meline Karakashian at the lecture               Faithful reads “Havadov Khosdovanim” (In Faith I Confess)  

 



 

 

 CHOOKASZIAN REVIVES ARTIST FETVADJIAN 

 
By Lucine Kasbarian 

BELMONT, Mass.—He documented monumental, now-vanished Armenian architecture. He painted 
representations of our women in folkloric dress. His reproductions launched public awareness of Armenian 
manuscript illumination. He illustrated the creativity of Armenian ornamental inscription and sculpture. And he 
designed the currency and postage stamps of the First Republic of Armenia in a way that celebrated our artistry 
and traditions. The man was Arshag Fetvadjian (1866-1947), and through the meticulous research of eminent 
Armenian art historian Levon Chookaszian, the global Armenian community and art lovers alike have been 
given the opportunity to rediscover a true son of the Armenian nation whose love of homeland highlighted 
nearly all of his accomplishments as a leading Armenian artist and art historian of the 19th century. 

Born in the Black Sea region of Trebizond, Fetvadjian, at age 16, enrolled at the Imperial School of Fine Arts in 
Constantinople.  Graduating  with  high  honors,  he  was  awarded  the  school’s  “Rome  Prize,”  which  would  allow  
him to study in Italy with the proviso that he return to Turkey and accept a state position. As Chookaszian 
explained, Fetvadjian turned down this prize on the recommendation of a trusted advisor, Voskan Bey 
Mardikian. 

Under the veil of anonymity, Mardikian bequeathed a sum for Fetvadjian to pursue his art studies in Rome but 
advised him to never return to Turkey. Instead, he urged Fetvadjian to go forth into the world and promote the 
unsung greatness of a beleaguered Armenia through his art. 

While  in  Italy,  Fetvadjian  “became  inspired  by  the  heroic  spirit  of  the  Italians  who  were  freed  from  Austrian  
control,”  wrote  Chookaszian  in  his  book.  “That  inspiration  was  essential  for  the  formation  of  artistic  and  
political views of Fetvadjian.” 

As  was  evident  from  the  body  of  work  he  left  behind,  Fetvadjian  was  an  ardent  defender  of  “hayabahbanoum,”  
or  preservation  of  the  Armenian  identity.  “It  was  as  if  a  voice  from  within  was  telling  him  to  mark  out  our  
national  treasures  on  the  ground,” said  Chookaszian.  And  this  was  with  good  reason,  he  continued,  “as  many  if  
not most treasures did not withstand the depredations of the genocide, nor was the Western world aware of 
them.” 

Fetvadjian’s  many  illustrious  colleagues  included  the  father  of  Armenian architectural historiography, Toros 
Toramanian, with whom Fetvadjian studied the remains of medieval Armenian architectural monuments, 
particularly  at  Ani,  the  famed  Armenian  city  of  1,001  churches.  Among  Fetvadjian’s  best-known paintings is 
“Woman  of  Sassoun,”  a  rifle-clad matron defending the Armenian highlands from the Turkish onslaughts while 
suckling a child said to metaphorically represent Armenia. Many elder Armenian-Americans will recall when 
Fetvadjian was commissioned to create his magnificent painting of a very Armenian-looking  “Madonna  and  
Child”  that  still  graces  the  altar  of  St.  Illuminator’s  Armenian  Cathedral  in  New  York  City.  All  in  all,  
Chookaszian’s  presentation  made  abundantly  clear  that  Fetvadjian  is  to  be  venerated  for  documenting and 
popularizing many aspects of our ancient culture and customs through his works. 



Even  though  Fetvadjian  has  been  honored  with  two  large  exhibitions  in  Yerevan,  in  the  1950’s  he  was  all  but  
forgotten by the Soviet Armenian authorities, and by extension, the natives of the land. Fetvadjian was 
undoubtedly neglected in the Soviet era because of the patriotic nature of his work and his close association  

with  the  first  Republic  of  Armenia.  Had  Fetvadjian’s  works  been  made  available  during  Soviet  times,  asserted 
Chookaszian, his paintings, research, reviews, and documentation would have been able to influence and inform 
generations of multi-disciplinary scholars, artists, and others, not only in Armenia but the world over. 

After studying and creating art around the world, Fetvadjian came to New York to pursue his profession while 
living under spartan conditions. Weary, depressed, and longing for his native land, he was urged by Manuel Der 
Manuelian, one of the four consuls of the first Republic of Armenia, to immigrate to Boston, where he lived for 
the  last  25  years  of  his  life.  Manuel’s  offspring,  Vigen,  Haig,  and  Lucy  Der  Manuelian,  were  all  deeply  affected  
by  Fetvadjian’s  presence  as  an  adoptive  member  of  their  family.  This  is  greatly  evidenced  by  the  
accomplishments of all three children: Vigen and Haig pledged to open a museum as a tribute to all that they 
had come to love about Armenia and its people, resulting in their establishment of ALMA. And Lucy became a 
prominent historian of Armenian art and architecture in her own right. 

Just as the government of Soviet Armenia in 1947 extended an invitation for Fetvadjian to return and live in 
Armenia,  he  passed  away  in  Massachusetts,  but  not  before  packing  up  his  life’s  work  to  bequeath  to  the  
National Gallery of Armenia  for  safeguarding  and  exposition.  It  was  Levon  Chookaszian’s  grandfather’s  
cousin,  Barkev  Chookaszian,  who  led  the  drive  to  return  Fetvadjian’s  art,  archive,  and  human  remains  to  
Armenia. 

While master artists such as Vartkes Sureniants and Krikor Khanjian are roundly celebrated for capturing the 
imagination and reverence of the Armenian people, we have visionary art historians such as Chookaszian to 
thank for reinstalling Fetvadjian into our collective memory and into the very same pantheon of illustrious 
Armenian national artists. 

Among their many other accomplishments, Levon Chookaszian and his brother Karekin are to be thanked for 
initiating the Virtual Museum of Armenian Art, a multimedia software series created to safeguard and promote 
the endangered world of our Armenian art heritage. 

The  lavishly  illustrated  “Arshag  Fetvadjian”  book  is  available  at  the Armenian Prelacy Bookstore. 

 

 

 



 

§î³ñÇÝ»ñ ³é³ç, »ñµ ê. Èáõë³õáñÇã Ø³Ûñ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ Ýáñ ¿ñ Ñ³Û³óáõ³Íª Ëáñ³ÝÁ ßÇÝáõ»ó³õ 
ä³ñïÇ½³ÏÇ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ëáñ³ÝÇ ÝÙ³ÝáõÃ»³Ùµ:  ²Õ¿ï¿ ÙÁ Û»ïáÛª Ýáñ ë»Õ³Ý Ï³éáõóáõ»ó³õ, 
³ñáõ»ëïáíÁ Ñ³Û³½·Ç Ýß³Ý³õáñ ÝÏ³ñÇã ²ñß³Ï ü»Ãí³×»³ÝÇÝ, áñáõÝ ÏÁ å³ñïÇÝù, Ý³»õ, ê. ê»Õ³ÝÇ 
²ëïáõ³Í³Ù³Ûñª Ø³ÝáõÏ ÚÇëáõëÁ ·ñÏÇÝ, »õ áñ ù³ÕóñáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏÁ ¹ÇÙ³õáñ¿ µáÉáñ ³ÝáÝùª áñáÝù ÏÁ 
µ³ñÓñ³Ý³Ý  ê. Èáõë³õáñãÇ ³ëïÇ×³ÝÝ»ñÁª ËáÏ³Éáõ, ³ÕûÃ»Éáõ »õ Ñ³Ûûñ¿Ý ßÝã»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ¦: 

 
Ø»ëñáå ²ñù»åÇëÏáåáë ²ß×»³Ý 

 

 “Many   years   ago,  when   the  St.   Illuminator’s  Cathedral  was  newly   remodeled  and  made  Armenian,   the   altar  
was built to resemble that of the church in Bardizag.  After a mishap, a new altar was erected by the skilled 
workmanship of the famous Armenian painter, Arshag Fetvadjian, to whom we are also indebted for the altar 
painting of the Mother of God, with the baby Jesus on her lap which sweetly welcomes all who ascend the stairs 
of  St.  Illuminator’s  to  meditate,  pray  and  breathe  as  Armenians.”  

Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                



SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2013 
 

DIVINE LITURGY: 10:30AM;  SUNRISE SERVICE: 11:45AM;  SERMON: 12:15PM 

 
îÜîºêÆ ÎÆð²ÎÆ 

²ôºî²ð²Ü Àêî ÔàôÎ²êàô (16:1-31) 

Æñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñáõÝ  ÚÇëáõë  ³Ûë ³é³ÏÁ å³ïÙ»ó.- Ø»Í³Ñ³ñáõëï Ù³ñ¹ ÙÁ Ï³ñ, áñ Çñ ëï³óáõÍùÝ»ñáõÝ 
íñ³Û ïÝï»ë ÙÁ áõÝ¿ñ: ºñµ ïÝï»ëÇÝ Ù³ëÇÝ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ ³Ùµ³ëï³ÝáõÃÇõÝ ÁñÇÝª Áë»Éáí Ã¿ Çñ ïÇñáç 
Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÁ ÏÁ í³ïÝ¿, Ù»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÁ Ï³Ýã»ó ½ÇÝù »õ Áë³õ. §Æ±Ýã »Ý ùáõ Ù³ëÇ¹ ³Ûë Áëáõ³ÍÝ»ñÁ: ø»½Ç 
Û³ÝÓÝáõ³Í µáÉáñ ëï³óáõ³ÍùÝ»ñáõë Ñ³ßÇõÁ ïáõñ: ²ÛÉ»õë ÇÙ ïÝï»ëë ã»ë ÏñÝ³ñ ÁÉÉ³É¦:  îÝï»ëÁ ÇÝùÝÇñ»Ý 
ËáñÑ»ó³õ. §Æ±Ýã ÏñÝ³Ù ÁÝ»É. ³Ñ³ ï¿ñë ½Çë ïÝï»ëáõÃ»³Ý å³ßïûÝ¿Ý ÏÁ ½ñÏ¿: ´³ÝáõáñáõÃÇõÝ ã»Ù ÏñÝ³ñ 
ÁÝ»É, Ùáõñ³Éáõ Ïÿ³ÙãÝ³Ù: ê³Ï³ÛÝ ·Çï»Ù Ã¿ ÇÝã å¿ïù ¿ ÁÝ»Ù, áñ »ñµ ï¿ñë ½Çë ïÝï»ëáõÃ»³Ý å³ßïûÝ¿Ý 
Ñ»é³óÝ¿, Ù³ñ¹ÇÏ ÁÝ¹áõÝÇÝ ½Çë Çñ»Ýó ïáõÝ»ñ¿Ý Ý»ñë¦: ²å³ Ù¿Ï ³é Ù¿Ï Ï³Ýã»ó Çñ ïÇñáç å³ñï³-
å³ÝÝ»ñÁ »õ ³é³çÇÝÇÝ Ñ³ñóáõó. §à±ñù³Ý å³ñïù áõÝÇë ïÇñáçë¦: ²ÝÇÏ³ å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó. §ºñÏáõ Ñ³ñÇõñ 
ÃÇÃ»Õ Ó¿Ã¦: îÝï»ëÁ Áë³õ. §²Ñ³õ³ëÇÏ å³ñï³ÙáõñÑ³Ï¹. Ýëï¿ »õ ³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë ·ñ¿ª Ñ³ñÇõñ¦:  Ú»ïáÛ 
Ñ³ñóáõó ÙÇõëÇÝ. §¸á±õÝ áñù³Ý å³ñïù áõÝÇë¦: ²ÝÇÏ³ å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó. §âáñë Ñ³ñÇõñ ÛÇëáõÝ å³ñÏ óáñ»Ý¦: 
îÝï»ëÁ Áë³õ. §²Ñ³õ³ëÇÏ å³ñï³ÙáõñÑ³Ï¹. Ýëï¿ »õ ·ñ¿ª »ñ»ù Ñ³ñÇõñ ÛÇëáõÝ¦:  î¿ñÁ ³ëÇÏ³ Éë»Éáíª ·áí»ó 
³ÝÇñ³õ ïÝï»ëÁ Çñ ÑÝ³ñ³ÙïáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ: 
àñáíÑ»ï»õ ³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑÇ Ù³ñ¹ÇÏÁ Çñ³ñáõ Ñ³Ý¹¿å Çñ»Ýó í³ñÙáõÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç ³õ»ÉÇ ×³ñåÇÏ »Ý ù³Ý ÉáÛëÇ 
áñ¹ÇÝ»ñÁ:  ºõ »ë Ï°Áë»Ù Ó»½Ç. §²ßË³ñÑÇÏ Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÁ ·áñÍ³Í»ó¿ù ³ÛÝå¿ëª áñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
µ³ñ»Ï³ÙáõÃÇõÝÁ ß³ÑÇù, áñå¿ë½Ç »ñµ ³Ûë ³ßË³ñÑ¿Ý  »ÉÉ¿ù, Ó»½ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý Û³ñÏ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ÁÝ¹áõÝÇÝ:  àí 
áñ ÷áùñ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿ª Ù»ÍÇÝ Ù¿ç ³É Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿, ÇëÏ áí áñ ÷áùñ Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç 
³ÝÑ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿ª Ù»ÍÇÝ Ù¿ç ³É ³ÝÑ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ¿: Ð»ï»õ³µ³ñ, »Ã¿ ³ßË³ñÑÇÏ Ñ³ñëïáÃÇõÝÁ ·áñÍ³Í»ÉáõÝ 
Ù¿ç Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ã»Õ³ù, ×ßÙ³ñÇï Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÁ á±í åÇïÇ  íëï³ÑÇ Ó»½Ç:  ²ÛëÇÝùÝ, »Ã¿ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ ã»Õ³ù 
³ßË³ñÑÇÏ Ñ³ñëïáõÃ»³Ý , áñ Ó»ñÁ ã¿, ÇÝãå¿±ë Ï°áõ½¿ù áñ ²ëïáõ³Í Ó»½Ç ï³Û Ó»½Ç ëå³ëáÕ ×ßÙ³ñÇï 
Ñ³ñëïáõÃÇõÝÁ:  àã Ù¿Ï Í³é³Û ÏñÝ³Û »ñÏáõ ï¿ñ»ñáõ  Í³é³Û»É, áñáíÑ»ï»õª Ï³°Ù Ù¿ÏÁ åÇïÇ ³ï¿ »õ ÙÇõëÁ 
ëÇñ¿, Ï³Ùª Ù¿ÏÁ åÇïÇ Ù»Í³ñ¿ »õ ÙÇõëÁ ³ñÑ³Ù³ñÑ¿:  â¿ù ÏñÝ³ñ Ã¿° ²ëïáõÍáÛ Í³é³Û»É »õ Ã¿° ¹ñ³ÙÇÝ:    
ö³ñÇë»óÇÝ»ñÁ, áñáÝù ¹ñ³Ù³ë¿ñ ¿ÇÝ, »ñµ ³Ûë µáÉáñÁ Éë»óÇÝ, ëÏë³Ý Ñ»·Ý»É ½ÇÝù:  ÚÇëáõë Áë³õ ³ÝáÝó. -
¸áõù Ó»½ áõñÇßÝ»ñáõÝ ³ñ¹³ñ óáÛó Ïáõ ï³ù, ë³Ï³ÛÝ ²ëïáõ³Í ·Çï¿ Ó»ñ ëÇñï»ñÁ:  àñáíÑ»ï»õ Ù³ñ¹áó 
³ãùÇÝ ÷³é³õáñÁ  ²ëïáõÍáÛ ³ãùÇÝ ³Ý³ñ· ¿:  Øáíë¿ëÇ úñ¿ÝùÁ »õ Ù³ñ·³ñ¿Ý»ñáõ áõëáõóáõÙÝ»ñÁ ÙÇÝã»õ 
ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë Ç ½ûñáõ ¿ÇÝ. ³ÝÏ¿ ³ë¹ÇÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ³ñù³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ Ï°³õ»ï³ñ³ÝáõÇ  »õ ³Ù¿Ý Ù³ñ¹  ÏÁ ÷áõÃ³Û 
µéÝáõÃ»³Ùµ Ý»ñë ÙïÝ»É:  ²õ»ÉÇ ¹ÇõñÇÝ ¿ áñ »ñÏÇÝùÝ áõ »ñÏÇñÁ ÏáñëáõÇÝ, ù³Ý úñ¿ÝùÇÝ ³Ù»Ý³÷áùñ ï³éÁ:  
àí áñ Çñ ÏÇÝÁ ³ñÓ³Ï¿ »õ áõñÇß ÙÁ ³éÝ¿ª ÏÁ ßÝ³Û. ÝáÛÝå¿ë ÏÁ ßÝ³Û ³Ýª áñ ³ñÓÏáõ³Í ÏÝáç Ñ»ï 
Ï°³ÙáõëÝ³Ý³Û: 
Ø»Í³Ñ³ñáõëï Ù³ñ¹ ÙÁ Ï³ñ, áñ µ»Ñ»½ »õ ÍÇñ³ÝÇ Ñ³·áõëïÝ»ñ ÏÁ Ñ³·Ý¿ñ »õ ³Ù¿Ý ûñ ÷³é³õáñ ËÝ×áÛù 
Ï°ÁÝ»ñ:  Ô³½³ñáë ³ÝáõÝáí ³Õù³ï ÙÁÝ ³É Ï³ñ, áñ ³Ýáñ ¹ñ³Ý ³éç»õ ÏÁ Ýëï¿ñ  »õ ÏÁ Ûáõë³ñ Çñ ÷áñÁ É»óÝ»É 
Ù»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÇÝ ë»Õ³ÝÇ ³õ»ÉóáõùÝ»ñáí:  Ô³½³ñáë í¿ñù»ñáí  Í³ÍÏáõ³Í ¿ñ, »õ ßáõÝ»ñ Ïáõ ·³ÛÇÝ Çñ 
í¿ñù»ñÁ ÏÁ É½¿ÇÝ:  ²Õù³ïÁ Ù»é³õ »õ Ññ»ßï³ÏÝ»ñÁ  ½ÇÝù ï³ñÇÝ ²µñ³Ñ³ÙÇ Ùûï:  Ø»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÝ ³É Ù»é³õ 
»õ Ã³Õáõ»ó³õ:  ¸ÅáËùÇÝ Ù¿ç, ÙÇÝã Ù»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÁ ÏÁ ï³Ýçáõ¿ñ, ³ãù»ñÁ µ³ñÓñ³óáõó »õ Ñ»éáõÝ ²µñ³Ñ³ÙÁ 
ï»ë³õ, ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ Ô³½³ñáëÁª ³Ýáñ ùáí:  Ø»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÁ ³Õ³Õ³Ï»ó. §Ð³°Ûñ ²µñ³Ñ³Ù, áÕáñÙ¿° ÇÝÍÇ »õ 
ÕñÏ¿ Ô³½³ñáëÁ, áñ Ù³ïÇÝ Í³ÛñÁ çáõñÇÝ Ã³ÃË¿ »õ ½áí³óÝ¿ É»½áõë, áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³Ûë Ïñ³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç Í³ñ³õ¿Ý ÏÁ 
ï³é³åÇÙ¦:  ²µñ³Ñ³Ù Áë³õ ³Ýáñ. §àñ¹»³°Ï, ÛÇß¿° Ã¿ Ç°Ýãå¿ë ¹áõÝ ùáõ Ï»³ÝùÇ¹ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ  ³Ù¿Ý µ³ñÇù 
í³Û»É»óÇñ, ÙÇÝã Ô³½³ñáë ã³ñã³ñáõ»ó³õ: ÐÇÙ³ ³ÝÇÏ³ Ñáë ÏÁ Ñ³Ý·ëï³Ý³Û, ÙÇÝã ¹áõÝ Ñá¹ ÏÁ ï³é³åÇë:  
¶ÇïóÇ°ñ Ý³»õ, áñ Ù»Í ³Ý¹áõÝ¹ ÙÁ Ï³Û Ù»ñ »õ Ó»ñ ÙÇç»õ:  ºÃ¿ áõ½»Ý ³Ûëï»Õ¿Ý Ó»ñ Ùûï ³ÝóÝÇÉª ã»Ý ÏñÝ³ñ, »õ 
áã ³É Ù¿ÏÁ ÑáÝÏ¿ Ù»ñ Ùûï ÏñÝ³Û ·∙³É”:  Ø»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÁ Áë³õ. §Î°³Õ³ã»Ù, Ñ³°Ûñ, Ô³½³ñáëÁ ÕñÏ¿ ÇÙ Ñûñë 
ïáõÝÁ, áõñ ÑÇÝ· »Õµ³ÛñÝ»ñ áõÝÇÙ.  ÃáÕ ½³ÝáÝù Ý³Ë³½·áõß³óÝ¿ª áñå¿ë½Ç ³ÝáÝù ³É ï³Ýç³ÝùÇ ³Ûë í³ÛñÁ 
ã·³Ý¦:  ²µñ³Ñ³Ù Áë³õ ³Ýáñ. §²ÝáÝù Øáíë¿ëÇ úñ¿ÝùÝ áõ Ù³ñ·³ñ¿Ý»ñÁ áõÝÇÝ.  ÃáÕ ³ÝáÝó å³ïáõÇñ³ÝÝ»ñÁ 
Éë»Ý »õ ·áñÍ³¹ñ»Ý¦:  Ø»Í³Ñ³ñáõëïÁ Áë³õ. §²ïÇÏ³ µ³õ³Ï³Ý ã¿, Ñ³°Ûñ ²µñ³Ñ³Ù. µ³Ûó »Ã¿ Ù»é»ÉÝ»ñ¿Ý 
Ù¿ÏÁ Û³ñáõÃÇõÝ ³éÝ¿ »õ »ñÃ³Û Çñ»Ýóª åÇïÇ ³å³ßË³ñ»Ý¦:  ²µñ³Ñ³Ù å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó. §ºÃ¿ Øáíë¿ëÇ 
úñ¿ÝùÇÝ »õ Ù³ñ·³ñ¿Ý»ñáõÝ ÙïÇÏ ã»Ý ÁÝ»ñ, Ù»é»ÉÝ»ñ¿Ý Û³ñáõÃÇõÝ ³éÝáÕ ÙÁÝ ³É åÇïÇ ãÏ³ñ»Ý³Û Ñ³Ùá½»É 
½Çñ»Ýù”: 

ÖÞ. ÀÜÂºðòàôØ            

ºë³ÛÇ 56: 1-57:21                  º÷»ë³óÇÝ»ñáõÝ  4: 17-5:14                   



 

SUNDAY OF THE STEWARD  

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE (16:1-31) 

Then  Jesus  said  to  the  disciples,  “There  was  a  rich  man  who  had  a  manager,  and  charges  were  brought  to  him  that  this  
man  was  squandering  his  property.  So  he  summoned  him  and  said  to  him,  ‘What  is  this  that  I  hear  about  you?  Give  
me an accounting of your management,  because  you  cannot  be  my  manager  any   longer.’  Then  the  manager  said   to  
himself,  ‘What  will  I  do,  now  that  my  master  is  taking  the  position  away  from  me?  I  am  not  strong  enough  to  dig,  and  
I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me 
into  their  homes.’  So, summoning  his  master’s  debtors  one  by  one,  he  asked   the  first,   ‘How  much  do  you  owe  my  
master?’  He  answered,  ‘A  hundred  jugs  of  olive  oil.’  He  said  to  him,  ‘Take  your  bill,  sit  down quickly, and make it 
fifty.’  Then  he  asked  another,  ‘And  how  much  do  you  owe?’  He  replied,  ‘A  hundred  containers  of  wheat.’  He  said  to  
him,  ‘Take  your  bill  and  make   it  eighty.’  And  his  master  commended  the  dishonest  manager  because  he  had  acted  
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of 
light.   

And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome 
you into the eternal homes.”    Whoever  is  faithful  in  a  very  little  is  faithful  also  in  much;;  and whoever is dishonest in a 
very little is dishonest also in much.  If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to 
you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your 
own?  No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one 
and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.”    The  Pharisees,  who  were  lovers of money, heard all this, 
and   they  ridiculed  him.     So  he  said  to   them,  “You  are   those  who  justify  yourselves   in   the  sight  of  others;;  but  God  
knows your hearts; for what is prized by human beings is an abomination in the sight of God.  The law and the 
prophets were in effect until John came; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is proclaimed, and everyone 
tries  to  enter  it  by  forced.”    But  it  is  easier  for  heaven  and  earth  to  pass  away,  than  for  one  stroke  of  a  letter in the law 
to be dropped.  Anyone who divorces his wife and marries commits adultery, and whoever marries a woman divorced 
from her husband commits adultery. 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day.  And at his 
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich 
man’s  table;;  even  the  dogs  would  come  and  lick  his  sores.    The  poor  man  died  and  was  carried  away  by  the  angels  to  
be with Abraham.  The rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up 
and saw  Abraham  far  away  with  Lazarus  by  his  side.    He  called  out,  “Father  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me,  and  send  
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for  I  am  in  agony  in  these  flames.”    But  Abraham  
said,   “Child,   remember   that   during   your   lifetime   you   received   your   good   things,   and   Lazarus   in   like  manner   evil  
things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has 
been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to 
us.”    He  said,  “Then,  Father,  I  beg  you  to  send  him  to  my father’s  house  – for I have five brothers – that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also   come   into   this   place   of   torment.”      Abraham   replied,   “They   have  Moses   and   the  
prophets; they should listen to them.”  He  said,  “No,  father  Abraham,  but  if  someone  goes  to  them  from  the  dead,  they  
will  repent.”    He  said  to  him,  “If  they  do  not  listen  to  Moses  and  the  prophets,  neither  will  they  be  convinced  even  if  
someone  rises  from  the  dead.” 

BIBLE READINGS 

               
                                     Isaiah 56: 1-57:21                  Ephesians 4: 17-5:14 
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Requested by: 
Mrs. Angela Gilanian 
Mrs. Katya Hosharian and family 
In memory of their beloved 
MARGARITA BANDOURIAN – 40th Day 
 
Requested by: 
Mrs. Rosita Boiatchian and Ms. Nory Boiatchian 
In memory of their beloved husband and father 
LUDVIG BOIATCHIAN – 10th Anniversary 
Beloved brother and uncle: CARLOS DADRIAN – 11th Anniversary 
Beloved parents and grandparents: HAGOP & NOURITZA DADRIAN 
 

 
SUNDAY OF THE STEWARD 

 
       This Sunday, March 3, the fourth Sunday of Lent, is the Sunday of the Steward (Dndesi Kiraki). The 
parable of The Unrighteous Steward is in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 16, verses 1 to 8. This parable is about a 
rich man and his steward. The steward was one who looked out for his own personal benefit and through his 
cunning arrangements he made deals with those who were in debt to his master. Jesus used this parable not to 
condone the behavior of the steward but rather as an illustration of qualities that have a necessary place in the 
life of true disciples. Since we are stewards of the world, we are accountable to our Lord for the talents we have 
and the things that have been entrusted to our care.  
       Throughout his ministry, Jesus used parables as a teaching tool. His parables were common stories, usually 
short and always interesting. Generally, the stories were used to convey important moral and ethical messages. 
Some of the parables are simple and easy to comprehend. Others are complex and more challenging. 
  
 

MEDIAN DAY OF LENT 
 

       Next Wednesday, March 6, is the median day of Lent (Meechink). It is the 24th day of Lent and it occurs on 
the Wednesday of the fourth week of Lent. Although it does not have any specific religious significance, this 
mid-point day has been traditionally marked as a special day and occasion for fellowship, friend ship, and the 
sharing of a Lenten meal.  



 
FROM  CATHEDRAL’S  MAIL  BOX 

 

 
 

January 28, 2013 
St.  Illuminator’s  Armenian  Apostolic  Cathedral     
221 East 27th Street  
New York, NY 10016 
 

 
Dear Father Lakissian, 
 
Thank you so much for being there on our Wedding Day.  It was so wonderful to have an Armenian wedding 
blessing.  Your presence made our wedding special.  Thank you for doing a beautiful blessing at our reception.  
It meant so much to us and our family. God bless you always.  We hope to see you again soon. 
 
Respectfully, 
Dr. Thomas & Gina Christiano 
 
 

********************* 
 

January 30, 2013 

 

Dear Der Mesrob, 

Thank you for your spiritual and moral guidance during our Wedding.  Natalie and I were so blessed to get 
married  at  the  St.  Illuminator’s  Cathedral,  where  I  grew  up  as  a  child.   

May God bless all the work that you do on behalf of the Church and its parishioners. 

 
Sincerely, 
Roupen Torossian 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  
 

AN OPEN INVITATION TO THE DESCENDANTS OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 
 
PROJECT: TESTIMONIES - voices of the people  

 “TESTIMONIES" is a collection of personal accounts of the Armenian Genocide documented   
by the descendants of the martyred and/or survivors of their struggle against mass annihilation. 

 Every  Armenian  has  a  story  about  his/her  ancestors’  ordeals  during  the  Armenian Genocide.  
 The accounts will be published in ENGLISH in a series of volumes.  
 Let us honor, preserve, share, and document the memories of the martyrs and survivors. 
 Let us tell the stories of those who were silenced; it is our obligation! 

 

Editorial Board 
Iris Chekenian, Tom Vartabedian, Raffi Setian, Iris Papazian 

Criteria for submission: 
1- All accounts must be true stories. 
2- Submissions have to be personal accounts and include the following:  

a. Names of the martyred and/or survivors 
b. Birth place (village, town, area)  and birth date (if available) 
c. Atrocities in detail 
d.  Path of migration:  towns and settlement; pictures (if available) 
e. The accounts should cover from  the date of the atrocities to the present 

3- The write-up may be from 1 to 15 double-spaced typed pages (one page is 250 words). 
4- The account should be in English; texts in Armenian will be accepted also.   
5- A  cover  page  with  submitter’s  name,  address,  E-mail, date of submission and signature. 
6- Libra-6 Productions, Inc.  reserves the right to accept or reject any submission and holds all rights to the published volumes. 
7- Please note: There is no deadline for submissions. The first volume will go to print when 500 pages are compiled. 

Subsequent volumes will follow similarly. The earlier the submission, the more chance it has to be printed in the next 
volume. 

8- Electronic submissions may be sent to: <libra6testimonies@yahoo.com>. 
 

For further inquiries, contact 

Dr. Herand M. Markarian, President 
LIBRA-6 PRODUCTIONS, Inc. 

A USA based Not-for-profit organization pursuing humanitarian values through theater, art and cultural activities 
<libra6productionsinc@yahoo 

mailto:libra6testimonies@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

PRELACY LENTEN PROGRAM 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013 at 7:30pm  
“Lessons from  Famous  Mothers  from  the  Bible”   
Maggie Kouyoumdjian, Director of Sts. Vartanantz Sunday School 
 
Sunday, March 3, 2013 at 1:00pm 
MID - LENTEN LUNCHEON 
Organized  by  St.  Illuminator’s  Ladies  Guild 
 
Saturday, March 9, 2013  
Sunday School Teachers’  Seminar  for  New  York-New Jersey region on The Divine Liturgy  
(Soorp  Badarak),  at  St.  Illuminator’s  Cathedral,  from  10  am  to  3  pm  (breakfast:  9:30-10:00 am;  
lunch: 12:00-1:00 pm).  
Sponsored by the Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC). Seminar will be conducted by Dn. 
Shant Kazanjian, AREC Director. For information contact the AREC office by email 
(arec@armenianprelacy.org) or telephone (212-689-7810). 
 
Sunday, March 24, 2013 
PALM SUNDAY 
 
Sunday, March 31, 2013 
EASTER 
 
Sunday, April 7, 2013 at 1:30pm 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Attendance of members is must 

 
Wednesday, April 24, 2013 at 7 pm 
Divine Liturgy and Requiem Service 
In commemoration of the 98th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide 
 
 

mailto:arec@armenianprelacy.org

