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NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY CONCLUDES

The National Representative Assembly of the Eastern Prelacy, hosted by Soorp Khatch Church, Bethesda,
Maryland, concluded on Saturday, May 18.

The Religious and Executive Councils: Seated, from left, Stephen Hagopian, Archpriest Fr. Aram Stepanian, Archbishop
Oshagan, Bishop Anoushavan, Noubar Megerian, Sarkis Ohanessian. Standing, from left, Archpriest Fr. Gomidas
Baghsarian, Armen Kourkounian, Hagop Antranigian, John Daghlian, Raffi Ourlian, Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian

The clergy at the National Assembly: Seated from left, Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Archpriest Fr. Aram Stepanian,
Archpriest Zareh Sahakian, Archpriest Fr. Antranig Baljian, H. E. Archbishop Oshagan, H. G. Bishop Anoushavan,
Archpriest Fr. Krikoris Keshishian, Archpriest Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Archpriest Fr. Khatchadour Boghossian. Standing
from left, Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian, Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Rev. Fr. Hovnan Bozoian, Archpriest Fr. Gomidas
Baghsarian, Rev. Fr. Bedros Shetilian, Rev. Fr. Stephan Baljian.



Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian and his childhood
friend Bared Maronian, director of
“Orphans of the Genocide” documentary

ARS EASTERN USA REGIONAL SEMINAR
AT ST. ILLUMINATOR’S JOHN PASHALIAN HALL
Saturday, May 18, 2013

Ungh.Sevan Kolejian , welcomed the quests and thanked Rev. Fr.
Mesrop Lakissian for his hospitality and allowing us to use St.
Illuminators Church for our event and then introduced the members of
the ARS Regional Board of Directors.

Ungh. Ani Attar, Chairperson of ARS Eastern Regional Board of
Directors, welcomed everyone and thanked the ARS Erebouni and Mayr
Chapters for hosting this Regional Educational Seminar.
As His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia has
declared 2013 The Year of the Armenian Mother, ARS decided to
dedicate this seminar to the Armenian Mother.
Armenian mothers are the pillars of our national existence, their sacrifice
and dedication throughout history is highly commendable. The
Armenian mother is the caregiver, educator, a hero and a role model in
our national life. As the famous writer Hovannes Shiraz wrote:

Mer houysi toorn eh mayrs

Mer dan madurn eh mayrs

Mer hatsn ou choo eh mayrs

Mer teghn ou jarn eh mayrs

Mer dan jerakn eh mayrs

We salute and honor our Armenian Mothers for their continued selfless act in meeting the humanitarian need of the
Armenia people in Armenia and the Diaspora. Ms. Attar Introduced guest speakers Dr. Chris Garo Sassouni, grandson of
Garo and Leola Sassouni and Mr. Bared Maronian, producer and film maker, of the “Orphans of the Genocide”
documentary. Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Pastor of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral offered his words of appreciation thanking
all the participants and wishing them well as they return to their communities near and far. The seminar concluded by

Rev. Lakissian’s benediction.

ARS Eastern Region



ST. ILLUMINATOR’S SATURDAY SCHOOL CONCLUDES WITH RECITAL DEDICATED TO THE YEAR OF
THE ARMENIAN MOTHER

On Sunday, May 19, 2013 the St. Illuminator’s Armenian Saturday School culminated its activities with a recital prepared
and presented by the teachers and students. Welcoming remarks were given by Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian and student
Rita Yonan. The performance was dedicated to the “Year of the Armenian Mother” and students recited poems and sang
songs dedicated to mothers as well as St. Mesrob Mashdots, the founder of the Armenian Alphabet.

The stage—set specifically to depict a mothering sun shining down on its flowers—was prepared by local artist Eliz
Alahverdian. The event concluded with a rendition of “Giligia” on the trumpet played by student Bedig Wannessian.
Students then presented Mother’s day cards to their families that they completed at school in the weeks prior to the event.
Each child was called from the stage to present their card and receive a small gift from their teacher.

Antranig Vartanian, vice-chairman, spoke on behalf of the St. Illuminator’s Board of Trustees, congratulating Der Hayr,
committee, teachers and students on their accomplishments in the five months since the school opened its doors. Then he
presented each teacher and committee member a gift as a small token of appreciation.
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SACRAMENTS

WEDDING

TAVIT JANESIAN and SAMANTHA ZEITNER were united in the Holy Matrimony at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral
on Saturday, May 18", 2013.

Shant Janesian and Lauren Rivera were Best Man and Matron of Honor.

We congratulate newlywed couple, their parents Mr. & Mrs. Vahe and Houry Janesian and Mr. Chris Zeitner.

il
Newlywed Mr. & Mrs. Tavit and Samantha Janesian



MATHIS SIRINYAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Christina Buzantian Sirinyan, was baptized on Sunday, May | 9,
2013 at the St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral.

Jacques Levy and Janet Liu were godparents.

We extend our congratulations to the newly baptized Mathis and his parents.

Left to right:Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Christina Sirinyan with newly baptized Mathis, Janet Liu,
Jacques Levy, Mark Sirinyan and Axel Sirinyan
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Baby ARl GARABED ALAHVERDIAN, passed away on Monday, May 13, 2013.
Funeral service took place at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral on Monday, May 20, 2013.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to his parents Mr. & Mrs. Alex and Elizabeth Alahverdian.

ELENA EDIGAROVA, born in Thilisi, Georgia in 1926, passed away on May 22, 2013, at the age of 87.
Funeral service took place at Caribe Funeral Home in Brooklyn on Thursday May 23. Interment service was
held at the Rosedale Cemetery in New Jersey on May 24, 2013.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to her son Mr. Armen Edigarov and family and her daughter Ms. Karine
Edigarova.

Asdvatz hokeenere lousavoreh. May God illuminate their souls.
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SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2013

REQUIEM SERVICE WILL BE OFFERED FOR THE SOULS OF THE FALLEN HEROES OF
SARDARABAD, BASHABARAN, GHARAKILISE AND THE MARTYRS OF ARTSAKH

Requested by:

Mr. & Mrs. Vartan Andonian
Mr. Vahe Andonian and son
Mr. & Mrs. Stepan Andonian and children
In memory of their beloved parents, grandparents and great grandparents
KHOREN & AGHAVNI ANDONIAN
In memory of their beloved brother and uncle
SARKIS ANDONIAN
In memory of their beloved nephew and cousin
ARDAVAST ANDONIAN

PRELATE CALLS FOR PRAYERS AND AID FOR TORNADO VICTIMS

Archbishop Oshagan has instructed parishes of the Eastern Prelacy to offer prayers for the victims and survivors
of the tornado that flattened a twenty-mile area in Oklahoma. The massive storm destroyed homes, businesses,
and schools on Monday. Besides the tragic loss of life, including many children in a school in the direct path of
the storm, many families have lost their homes, cars, and all of their worldly possessions.

His Eminence has asked our parishes to offer special prayers for those who died and those who survived during
the Divine Liturgy this Sunday, May 26, and to pass a special offering plate for donations to help the survivors.

Donations will be forwarded to the American Red Cross on behalf of the parishes of the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Church.
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FLAG BLESSING AND PRAYERS FOR THE REPUBLIC
WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY, MAY 26

Prelacy parishes will offer prayers and bless the Armenian tricolor flag on the occasion of the 95th
anniversary of the first Armenian Republic, and the 22nd anniversary of the current Republic of
Armenia, on Sunday, May 26. Requiem services will be offered for the souls of the fallen heroes of
Sardarabad, Bashabaran, Gharakilise, and the martyrs in the freedom of Artsakh.

“With holy heart and firm faith let us stand up together in prayer and glorify the Almighty
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us thank him for he gave a visit with his mercy to
the Armenian nation and the holy Armenian Church, saving them from all the tribulations of our
homeland by the re-establishment therein of the throne of our sovereignty.

Therefore, let us supplicate wholeheartedly that he may preserve the Republic of our nation,
and shine forth his Holy Church; that he may increase the wisdom and ability of the leaders of our
nation and all laborers for the edification of our homeland; that he may assist all our generals,
armies and the soldiers who willingly offered their persons as sacrifice to the altar of the
salvation of our nation, in the wars against the enemies; that he may strengthen us in our pursuit
of love and good works; that the Almighty God may revive us and have mercy upon us.”

(From the “Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Republic of Armenia,” prepared in 1920 by Archbishop Torkom Koushagian.

Armenian Prelacy — “Crossroads”
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE (4:25-30)
Our lord Jesus Christ says. “But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the
heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was

sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time

of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the
town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built so that they might hurl him off the cliff.

But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

BIBLE READINGS

1 Kings 18 : 29 - 46 2 Kings 2: 1 - 15 James 5: 16-20



FROM CATHEDRAL’S MAIL BOX

Reverend Father Mesrob Lakissian, Pastor
St. lluminator's Armenian Apostolic Cathedral

Dear Rev. Lakissian, May 20, 2013

Board of Directors of the Armenian Relief Society of Eastern USA would like to express its gratitude to you
for  allowing us using the St. Illuminator's Cathedral hall for our 2013 Regional Seminar.

His Holiness Aram |, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, has declared the year 2013 as "The Year of the
Armenian Mother". Our Seminar topics were "The Armenian Mother, Leola Sassouni" and "The Orphans of the
Armenian Genocide".

Respectfully,

Vartouhie Chiloyan , Executive Secretary
Armenian Relief Society

Eastern USA, Inc.

May 20, 2013
Dear Fr. Mesrob Lakissian,

During the time of sorrow we learn how much our family and friends really mean to us.
Your kind and thoughtful expression of sympathy is deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged.

The Mengouchian Family
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Sponsored by

St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission

HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
Series of Seminars (8)

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science

May 2 to June 20, 2013
Every Thursday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm

At the St. lluminator Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall
221 East 27™ Street, New York, NY 10016

The participants attending all seminars will be awarded course
completion certificates.

For information please call Cathedral’s office: 212-689-5880 or email: office@stilluminators.org
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Npreue, 3sNhubu 7, dudp 8:00ht Friday, June 7th, at 8 PM

At the Armenian Center, 69-23 47" Avenue, Woodside, NY
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CONCERT DEDICATED TO THE 300th JUBILEE OF SAYAT NOVA
FEATURING ELIE BERBERIAN (Canada) and his band

Songs by Sayat Nova and other favorite minstrels
Uniwph untkp' $25.00, hhipwuhpoiphtup tkpunbuyg
Suggested donation: $25.00, post-concert reception included

For tickets please contact office@stilluminators.org; gradaranik@gmail.com or call 212-689-5880
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*Free Shuttle Service To & From The Home*

NEW YORK ARMENIAN HOME
137-31 45" Avenue - Flushing, NY 11355

THE RESIDENTS & FRIENDS
OF THE ARMENIAN HOME INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM AT THEIR

ANNUAL PICNIC

Sunday, June 9, 2013

1:00 to 6:00 P.M.

ENjoy THE Music OF
DICK BARSAMIAN-Oud & Vocals / HAROLD HAGOPIAN-Clarinet
CHRIS MARASHLIAN-Bass / RAFFI MASOYAN-Dumbeg

Bring Your Family, Friends, dancing shoes and your appetite!

Fun Activities
For The Children!

See back for details

Your generosity makes the New York Armenian Home exceptional
Help us defray picnic expenses with your financial contribution
Please return your check and raffle tickets in the enclosed self addressed envelope.

Telephone: (718) 461-1504 Fax: (718) 461-3079 e-mail: nyhyehome@nyc.rr.com
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May 2 to June 20, 2013

Every Thursday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm

At the Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall

Sponsored by

St. llluminator’s Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission

HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

Series of Seminars (8)

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science

(Those who are interested can sign up for May 23th upcoming seminar)

Friday, June 7th, at 8 PM

At the Armenian Center

69-23 47™ Avenue, Woodside, NY

CONCERT DEDICATED TO THE 300th JUBILEE OF SAYAT NOVA
FEATURING ELIE BERBERIAN (Canada) and his band

Sunday, August 18, 2013
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
BLESSING OF THE GRAPES

Sunday, September 15, 2013

FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

DIVINE LITURGY, BLESSING OF THE HARVEST (WL9UUSUL), MADAGH

BOOK PRESENTATION “ONE CHURCH ONE NATION” by HRAIR HAWK KHATCHERIAN

Saturday, September 21, 2013

St. Illuminator Cathedral’s
“HUYSER” Music Ensemble presents
THE SOUND OF FREEDOM
Celebration of Independence

Details to follow...



