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ST. ILLUMINATOR CATHEDRAL’S WEEKLY NEWS 

 

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and the Hamazkayin of  New York Jointly Present a 

Sayat-Nova Concert Featuring Elie Berberian and His Band 

By Arto Khrimian 

 

For the Armenians residing in the greater New York area, it was a rare occasion to enjoy the songs and poetry of 

Sayat Nova and other renowned minstrels performed by Elie Berberian and his band.  

The relentless torrential rain could not dampen the enthusiasm of the appreciative audience as they filled the hall of 

the Armenian Center in Woodside to its capacity, on Friday evening, June 7, 2013. With similar ardor on the same 

day, Elie Berberian, Vagharshak Aleksanyan, and Paul Malakhanian had braved the storm by driving for seven 

hours from Canada to New York City. Finally, the audience and the musicians were deservedly ready for each other 

to experience the uplifting event from two different perspectives, but with one passion: the preservation and 

enhancement of the Armenian rich cultural heritage that dates back to nearly 5000 years.  

Mr. Avedis Hadjian, the newly-elected chairman of the Hamazkayin Educational and Cultural Society of the New 

York Chapter, welcomed everyone with his cheerful, brief, and poignant opening remarks; and immediately invited 

Elie Berberian and his friends to the stage for their musical performance dedicated to the 300th jubilee of the 

celebrated Armenian ashugh (minstrel) Sayat Nova. 

At the initial few minutes, it became apparent that the band comprised of truly professional, high-caliber musicians 

by any standard. Elie Berberian could make magical use of his wide-ranging baritone voice to present each song at 

its perfection. And the members of his band, Vagharshag Aleksanian with the clarinet and Paul Malakhanian at the 

keyboard, were masters of their instruments.  

As the program progressed, Elie’s virtuosity increasingly enthralled the audience. While giving brief biographical 

sketches of Sayat Nova (Harutyun Sayatian, 1712 – 1795), Ashough Djivani (Serovpeh Levonian 1846 – 1909), 

and Gusan Sheram (Grigor Talian, 1857 – 1938), he also exhibited his great talent in reciting some of their songs 

before singing them. He conveyed his knowledge and enthusiasm to the audience with eloquence and artistic stage 

presence. His deep knowledge of the life and works of the minstrels helped him interpret their songs with such 

engaging feeling that one could not help but imagine how successful Elie would be in acting as those minstrels in 

films or on stage in appropriate attires and settings. 

Another captivating aspect of the concert was that Elie alternated the minstrels’ songs with the modern ones. For 

example, shortly after singing Sayat Nova’s “Tamam Ashkharh,” he sung “Hzor Hayastan Tarnank.” While he was 

ending the two-hour long concert with his encore rendition of jubilant “Hayastan Ashkharh,” the entire audience 

stood up and accompanied him with an emphatic applause.  

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, the pastor of the St. Illuminator’s Armenian Cathedral of New York, expressed his 

heartfelt congratulations to Elie Berberian and his band for their superb performance. He thanked Mr. Harout 

Barsoumian for installing the sound system and maintaining it flawlessly throughout the program. He also stressed 

the fact that the organizing-committee members merited high praise for their diligent work for the success of the 

event. In addition to Fr. Mesrob, the organizing committee consisted of Dr. Ara Caprielian, Mrs. Arevik Caprielian, 

Mrs. Asdghig Sevag, Mr. Hovannes Yessaian, Mrs. Berjouhie Yessaian, and Ms. Marina Dilakian. As Mr. Avedis 

Hadjian, Mr. Zaven Vartanian was also newly elected for the executive committee.  

 



Fr. Mesrob reminded, “This event is the third in a series of similar cultural functions that we have been jointly 

organizing with the Hamazkayin of NY. The first one was the screening of Zareh Tjeknavorian’s “Enemy of the 

People;” the second, Dr. Artak Movsisyan’s lecture on pre-historic Armenian culture and writing.  And, there will 

be others to follow.” 

Fr. Mesrob acknowledged the attendance of Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, the Vicar General of the Eastern 

Prelacy; Rev. Fr. Abraham Malkhasyan, the pastor of the Armenian Church of the Holy Martyrs; and Rev. Fr. 

Nareg Terterian, the pastor of St. Sarkis Armenian Apostolic Church. Then, he invited Bishop Anoushavan to 

deliver the closing remarks for the evening. 

Bishop Anoushavan conveyed his elation with several aspects of the function. Jokingly he said, “I have not seen so 

many people in the audience in any of our events that did not include dinner or lunch. . . . Amazingly, everyone was 

here before 8:00 p.m., the starting time, despite the heavy rain; and, more and more chairs had to be added to 

accommodate the overflowing audience.” He attributed this to the cultural maturity of our community. As Mr. 

Hadjian had done in his opening remarks, to encapsulate the meaning of the event, Bishop Anoushavan also paid 

tribute to his esteemed Armenian teacher Bedros Kaloustian, who had once stated, “A culturally gifted nation never 

dies.” 

     
                      Elie Berberian                                               Paul Malakhanian and Vagharshak Aleksanyan 

 

    
 



 
 

 

 
          Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian with the clergy, members of Hamazkayin, Elie Berberian and his band  

 

 



 

       
                                                                                                                      Avedis Hadjian 

 

     
                   Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian                                            Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian  



ä²ÞîúÜ²Î²ÈàôÂÆôÜ Ø²Úð ºÎºÔºòôàÚ ÜàðÀÜîÆð Ðà¶²´²ðÒàôÂº²Ü 

INDUCTION SERVICE AT THE ST. ILLUMINATOR’S CATHEDRAL 

 

On Sunday, June 9, 2013 Induction Service for the newly elected Board of Trustees and NRA 

delegates took place at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.  In his sermon Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian 

said: “This is very special and unique opportunity to thank all our volunteers.  There are not 

enough words to express how grateful I am for your dedication and compassion to our beloved 

Mayr Yegeghetsi.” 

 

 
 

 
              Left to right: Yervant Kasparian, treasurer, Viken Najarian, advisor, Antranig Vartanian, vice-chairman, Shant 

Chalian, Esq., chairman, Rev. Mesrob Lakissian, pastor, Joseph Vartanian, advisor and NRA delegate, Lalig Vartanian, 

advisor, Michael Yetemian, secretary, Mardig Boyadjian, advisor, Christopher Parnagian, Esq., Prelacy Executive Council 

member and Zaven Vartanian, NRA delegate 



î. Øºêðàä  øÐÜÚ. È²¶Æêº²Ü ²ÚòºÈºò êð´àò Ü²Ð²î²Î²ò ²¼¶²ÚÆÜ ì²ðÄ²ð²Ü 

 

âáñ»ùß³µÃÇ, ÚáõÝÇë 5, 2013-ÇÝ, ê. Èáõë³õáñÇã Ø³Ûñ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõª ²ñÅ. î. Ø»ëñáå 

øÑÝÛ. È³·Çë»³Ý ³Ûó»É»ó êñµáó Ü³Ñ³ï³Ï³ó ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñÅ³ñ³Ý »õ Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙ áõÝ»ó³õ 

ïÝûñ¿ÝáõÑÇª îÇÏ. ¼³ñÙÇÝ¿ äûÕáë»³ÝÇÝ, áõëáõóã³Ï³Ý Ï³½ÙÇÝ »õ ³ß³Ï»ñïáõÃ»³Ý Ñ»ï:  î¿ñ 

Ø»ëñáå Çñ ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ý ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ îÇÏÇÝ äûÕáë»³ÝÇ ³é³çÝáñ¹áõÃ»³Ùµ ßñç³·³Û»ó³õ 

¹³ë³ñ³ÝÝ»ñÁ áõ  Í³ÝûÃ³ó³õ í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ Ï³éáÛóÇÝ »õ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃ»³Ý:  Ð³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÁ í»ñç 

·ï³õ ç»ñÙ »õ ëÇñ³ÉÇñ ïñ³Ù³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáí: 

 

 
 

î¿ñ Ø»ëñáå îÇÏÇÝ äûÕáë»³ÝÇÝ ÏÁ ÝáõÇñ¿ §Ð³Û³ëï³ÝÇ ä³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ²ïÉ³ëÁ¦ 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

COPTIC PRIEST VISITS ST. ILLUMINATOR’S CATHEDRAL 

On Tuesday, June 11, 2013 Fr. Antonious Tanious, Pastor of the St. Mark Coptic Orthodox Church in 

Manhattan visited St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and met with Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian. Rev. Lakissian 

welcomed his guest and a friendly conversation followed. 

 

 
Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian with Fr. Antonious Tanious 



2 0 1 3 

Ð²Ú Øúð î²ðÆ 

THE YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN MOTHER 

 
 

 

 

êÇñ»ÉÇ° Ù³Ûñ»ñ, 

§Ø»Ýù ³Ù¿Ý µ³Ý¿ ³é³ç Ò»½Ç ÏÁ å³ñïÇÝù Ù»ñ 

Ï»³ÝùÁ, »õ Ù»ñ Ï»³ÝùÇ ³Ù»Ý¿Ý ·»Õ»óÇÏ 

·³ÝÓ»ñÁ – ë¿ñ »õ ³ÝÓÝáõÇñáõÃÇõÝ, 

Ñ³õ³ï³ñÙáõÃÇõÝ, »õ ÝáÛÝ³óáõÙÇ ·»ñ³·áÛÝ 

³é³ùÇÝáõÃÇõÝÁ, »õ ³ÛÝ íëï³ÑáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ 

³ßË³ñÑÇë íñ³Û Ï³Û Ù¿ÏÁ, áñ Ù»½ Ù»½Ù¿ ³õ»ÉÇ 

ÏÁ ëÇñ¿, ÏÁ ï³é³åÇ Ù»½ Ñ³Ù³ñ, 

Ï°»ñç³ÝÏ³Ý³Û Ù»½Ùáí¦: 

Ø»ëñáå ²ñù. ²ß×»³Ý 

 

************ 

§øñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ÁÙµéÝáõÙáí ÏÇÝÁ ·»ñ³Ù»Í³ñ Ù³ÛñÝ ¿. ÏÇÝÁ »õ Ù³ÛñÁ ÑáÙ³ÝÇß »Ý. 

Çï¿³É ÏÇÝÁ Ù³ÛñÝ ¿. §Ù³Ûñ áñõáù µ»ñÏñ»³É¦… ò»ÕÇ ÙÁ áëÏÇ ÉÍ³ÏÝ ¿ Ù³ÛñÁ, áñáõÝ 

µ³ñÓñ³óáõÙÁ Ï³Ù ³ÝÏáõÙÁ ³Ýíñ¿å ÏÁ µ»ñ¿ ó»ÕÇÝ Ù»ÍáõÃÇõÝÁ Ï³Ù ³ÛÉ³ë»ñáõÙÁ¦: 

Ø»ëñáå ²ñù. Ü³ñáÛ»³Ý 

 

************ 

“There never was a woman like her.  She was gentle  as a dove and brave as a lioness.  The 

memory of my mother and her teachings were, after all, the only capital I had to start life 

with, and on that capital I have made my way.” 

 

Andrew Jackson 
 

 



SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2013 

¸. ÎÆð²ÎÆ Ðà¶º¶²Èàôêî¾Ü ºîø 

²ôºî²ð²Ü Àêî Ø²îÂ¾àêÆ (12:38-45) 

²ÛÝ ³ï»Ý úñ¿ÝùÇ áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñ¿Ý »õ ö³ñÇë»óÇÝ»ñ¿Ý áÙ³Ýù ÁëÇÝ ÚÇëáõëÇ. - ì³ñ¹³å»°ï, 

Ï°áõ½»Ýù áñ Ññ³ßù ÙÁ ·áñÍ»ë »õ ï»ëÝ»Ýù: ÚÇëáõë ³ÝáÝó å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó. - ²ëïáõÍáÛ ³ÝÑ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ 

»õ ã³ñ ë»ñáõÝ¹, Ýß³Ý ÙÁ Ï°áõ½¿ù. µ³Ûó ÚáíÝ³Ý Ù³ñ·³ñ¿ÇÝ Ýß³Ý¿Ý ½³ï áõñÇß Ýß³Ý åÇïÇ ãïñáõÇ 

Ó»½Ç: ÆÝãå¿ë ÚáíÝ³Ý »ñ»ù ûñ ó»ñ»Ï áõ ·Çß»ñ Ï¿ï ÓáõÏÇ ÷áñÇÝ Ù¿ç ÙÝ³ó, ÝáÛÝå¿ë ³É Ø³ñ¹áõ àñ¹ÇÝ 

»ñ»ù ûñ, ó»ñ»Ï áõ ·Çß»ñ, åÇïÇ ÙÝ³Û »ñÏñÇ ÁÝ¹»ñùÇÝ Ù¿ç: ¸³ï³ëï³ÝÇ ûñÁ ÜÇÝáõ¿³óÇÝ»ñÁ Ó»½Ç 

¹¿Ù åÇïÇ »ÉÉ»Ý »õ ¹³ï³å³ñï»Ý Ó»½, áñáíÑ»ï»õ  ³ÝáÝù ÚáíÝ³ÝÇ ù³ñá½áõÃ»³Ùµ ½Õç³óÇÝ Çñ»Ýó 

Ù»Õù»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ: ºõ ³Ñ³, ÚáíÝ³Ý¿Ý ³õ»ÉÇ Ù»Í Ù¿ÏÁ Ï³Û Ñáë: ¸³ñÓ»³É, ¸³ï³ëï³ÝÇ ûñÁ 

Ð³ñ³õÇ Ã³·áõÑÇÝ åÇïÇ »ÉÉ¿ »õ ¹³ï³å³ñï¿ Ó»½, áñáíÑ»ï»õ ³ÝÇÏ³ Çñ Ñ»é³õáñ »ñÏñ¿Ý »Ï³õ 

êáÕáÙáÝÇ ÇÙ³ëïáõÝ áõëáõóáõÙÝ»ñÁ Éë»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ: ºõ ³Ñ³, êáÕáÙáÝ¿Ý ³õ»ÉÇ Ù»Í Ù¿ÏÁ Ï³Û Ñáë: 

     ºñµ ã³ñ á·ÇÝ ¹áõñë Ï°»ÉÉ¿ Ù³ñ¹áõ ÙÁ Ù¿ç¿Ý, Ï°»ñÃ³Û »õ ³Ýçñ¹Ç í³Ûñ»ñ ÏÁ ßñçÇª Ñ³Ý·Çëï ï»Õ ÙÁ 

·ïÝ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ:  ºõ »ñµ ãÇ ·ïÝ»ñ, ÇÝùÝÇñ»Ý Ï°Áë¿. §ºÉÉ»Ù »ñÃ³Ù ÇÙ ïáõÝë, áõñÏ¿ »É³Û¦:  àõëïÇ ÏÁ 

í»ñ³¹³éÝ³Û Çñ Ý³ËÏÇÝ ïáõÝÁ »õ ½³ÛÝ ÏÁ ·ïÝ¿ å³ñ³å, Ù³ùáõñ »õ Û³ñ¹³ñáõ³Í:  ²å³ Ï°»ñÃ³Û »õ 

ÏÁ µ»ñ¿ ÇñÙ¿ ³õ»ÉÇ ã³ñ »ûÃÁ ³ÛÉ á·ÇÝ»ñ, áñáÝó Ñ»ï Ý»ñë ÙïÝ»Éáíª ÏÁ µÝ³ÏÇ ÑáÝ, áñáí ³Û¹ Ù³ñ¹áõÝ 

í»ñçÁ Çñ Ý³ËÏÇÝ íÇ×³Ï¿Ý ³õ»ÉÇ ·¿ß Ï°ÁÉÉ³Û:  ¶Çïó¿°ù, áñ ÝáÛÝÁ åÇïÇ å³ï³ÑÇ Ý³»õ ³Ûë ã³ñ 

ë»ñáõÝ¹ÇÝ: 

ÖÞ. ÀÜÂºðòàôØ 

                                                       ºë. 1: 21 - 31           ÐéáÙ. 7: 25- 8: 11    

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW (12:38-45) 

 

Then some of the Scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” But 

he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no will be given to it except the 

sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the whale, so will the 

Son of Man be three days and three nights will in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will arise at 

the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, 

something greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will arise at the judgment with this generation 

and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, 

something greater than Solomon is here.” 

 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places seeking rest, and finds none.  

Then he says, “I will return to my house from which I came.” And when he comes he finds it empty, swept, 

and put in order.  Then he goes and brings with him seven other spirits more evil than himself, and they enter 

and dwell there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first.  So shall it be also with this evil 

generation.”    

BIBLE READINGS      

 Is. 1: 21 - 31        Rom. 7: 25- 8: 11 



 

R  E  Q  U  I  E  M                           Ð à ¶ º Ð ² Ü ¶ Æ ê î 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2013 

 

 

Requested by: 

 

Ms. Isabel Kayaloff 

Mrs. Karen Bedrosian Richardson 

In memory of their beloved mother and friend 

ANIA KAYALOFF – 5
th

 Anniversary 

Also in memory of   

JACQUE KAYALOFF 

ISABEL AVAKOFF 

 

 

Altar Flowers donated by Mr. Michael Vartanian 

In memory of his beloved parents 

 

 



Sponsored by 

St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission 

 

HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 

Series of Seminars (8) 

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science 

 

May 2 to June 27, 2013 

Every Thursday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

At the St. Illuminator Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall  

221 East 27
th

 Street, New York, NY 10016 

 

 

 

The participants attending all seminars will be awarded course 

completion certificates. 

 

For information please call Cathedral’s office: 212-689-5880 or email: office@stilluminators.org 
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A R M E N I A N     S O C I E T Y 

39-03 Little Neck Parkway 

Little Neck, NY 

 

¸²ê²Êúê²Î²Ü ºðºÎàÚ 

A FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE 

BY  

GRIGOR GRIGORIAN 

Master of Arts 

Middle Eastern Stusies 

New York Univercity 

 

Subject: 

IRAN AND IRANIAN ARMENIANS 

Æð²ÜÀ ºô Æð²Ü²Ð²ÚàôÂÆôÜÀ 

 

Friday, June 14, 2013 at 9:00pm 

Armenian Society 

39-03 Little Neck Parkway 

Little Neck, NY 

Tel: 718-423-8086 

 



B R U N C H  &  T A L EN T  S H O W 
GUEST PERFORMERS “HAYER” BAND 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2013, 1:00 P.M. 

At the Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall 

 

                                             

 

Under The Auspices of 

REV. FR. MESROB LAKISSIAN, Pastor 

Organized and prepared by 

ST. ILLUMINATOR CATHEDRAL’S LADIES GUILD 

 

Admission: $15.00  

 

 

 

 

For information and reservations please call Cathedral office at: 212-689-5880 

 

 



 

 

May 2 to June 27, 2013  

Every Thursday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm 

At the Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall 

Sponsored by  

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission 

HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 

Series of Seminars (8) 

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science 

 

Sunday, June 30, 2013 at 1:00pm 

BRUNCH & TALENT SHOW 

Guest performers “Hayer” Band  

Organized by St. Illuminator Cathedral’s Ladies Guild 

 

Sunday, August 18, 2013 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

BLESSING OF THE GRAPES 

 

Sunday, September 15, 2013 

FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

DIVINE LITURGY, BLESSING OF THE HARVEST (²Ü¸²êî²Ü), MADAGH 

BOOK PRESENTATION “ONE CHURCH ONE NATION” by HRAIR HAWK KHATCHERIAN  

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 

St. Illuminator Cathedral’s  

“HUYSER” Music Ensemble presents 

THE SOUND OF FREEDOM 

Celebration of Independence  

Details to follow… 

 

 


