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ST. ILLUMINATOR CATHEDRAL’S WEEKLY NEWS

FLAG BLESSING AND PRAYERS FOR THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

On Sunday, May 26, 2013, special prayers and blessing of the flag was held at St. [lluminator’s
Cathedral on the occasion of 95™ Anniversary of the First Armenian Republic and 22™
Anniversary of the current Republic of Armenian.
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HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
Series of Seminars (8) continue

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science

Sponsored by
St. lluminator’s Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission

Every Thursday at 7:00pm at the Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall

Dr. Artur Martirosyan



SACRAMENTS

WEDDING

Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian officiated the wedding ceremony of GEORGE TOGHOLIAN and
GEANINA FILIP at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of St. Paul in Hempstead, NY.

We congratulate newlywed couple and their parents Mr. & Mrs. Antranik and Rosette Togholian and Mr.
& Mrs. George and Maria Filip.

Newlywed Mr. & Mrs. George and Geanina Togholian
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This Saturday, June 1, is the Feast of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s emergence from the pit (Khor Viraben
Yelkuh). Gregory is revered as the patron saint of the Armenian Church. He is recognized and
memorialized in both eastern and western hierarchical churches. The Armenian liturgical calendar
reserves three feast days in his honor: Entrance into the pit, emergence from the pit, and discovery of
relics. In addition to these three days, there are several feast days to which he is closely connected,
namely the feast days for Sts. Hripsimiantz, Sts. Gayaniantz, Shoghakat, Holy Etchmiadzin, and King
Trdat. The Roman Catholic Church, Orthodox churches, and Oriental Orthodox churches have special
days in their calendars for the veneration of St. Gregory, who is considered to be one of the Fathers of the
early Christian church.

Gregory was condemned to the pit in 287 AD by King Trdat and the persecution of Christians began.
After the martyrdom of a group of nuns who came to Armenia from Rome led by Hripsime and Gayane,
Trdat was stricken with strange maladies. His sister, Khosrovidukht, had a dream that Gregory was the
only person who could heal her brother. Miraculously, Gregory was still alive after many years in the pit,
thanks to an angelic woman who lowered food and water into the pit each day. Gregory emerged from the
pit; the king was healed and baptized, and he declared Christianity to be the official religion of Armenia.
Gregory was not the first to preach Christianity in Armenia. That distinction belongs to the apostles
Thaddeus and Bartholomew who came to Armenia in the first century, and thus gave the Armenian
Church its apostolic designation. Nevertheless, Gregory is revered in the Armenian Church and is
considered by Armenians to be the father of their faith. Hundreds of churches have been built and named
in his honor.

“The ancient calendars of the still undivided Church celebrated him [Gregory] on the same day in both
the East and the West as a tireless apostle of truth and holiness. The father in faith of the whole
Armenian people, St. Gregory still intercedes from heaven today, so that all the children of your great
nation may at last gather round the one table prepared by Christ, the divine Shepherd of one flock.”
Pope John Paul Il in his “Apostolic Letter for the 1700th Anniversary of the Baptism of the Armenian People,”
issued February 2, 2001.



FEAST OF HOLY ETCHMIADZIN

This Sunday, June 2, is the Feast of Holy Mother Etchmiadzin, the cathedral built by St. Gregory
after his deliverance from the pit, to the specifications he saw in a vision, and on the place
marked by the Lord with a golden hammer. This feast day commemorates the establishment of
the Armenian Church and the end of paganism.

Etchmiadzin is the oldest example of a four-altar, four-pillar, domed, cruciform church in
Christian architecture. More than 1,700 years old, it is the oldest surviving Armenian Christian
site. Relief sculptures on the exterior walls are some of the oldest examples of the Christian
Armenian art of sculpting.

Armenian Prelacy: “Crossroads”
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SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2013
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
FEAST OF HOLY ECHMIADZIN

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN (10:22-30)

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and
said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”

Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s
name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My
sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are
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BIBLE READINGS

Prov.9:1-6 Zech. 3: 7-4: 9 Hebrews 9: 1-10
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AGHAJAN KARAGOZIAN
(1929 — 2013)

Memorial service for Aghajan Karagozian was held at the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral on
Friday, May 31, 2013.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to his son Mr. Ohan Karagozian.

Asdvatz hokeen lousavoreh. May God illuminate his soul.

REQUIEM NA6<ULADIUS

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2013

Requested by:

Mr. & Mrs. Noubar and Sevan Basmajian and son Aram
In loving memory of their brother and uncle

VREJ KHATCHADOURIAN - 1° Anniversary

Requested by:

Mr. & Mrs. Krikor and Hilda Esayan and son Nareg

In loving memory of their father and grandfather

ARSEN ESAYAN - 26™ Anniversary

Also in loving memory of deceased members of Esayan, Yezekyan and Dedeyan families

Requested by:

Mr. & Mrs. Ara and Sossie Armenagian and family
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis and Fiona Sarkissian and family
Mr. & Mrs. Vahe and Sona Haroutunian and family
Mr. & Mrs. Mardik and Maro Sarkissian and family
In loving memory of their parents and grandparents
NIGOGHOS SARKISSIAN -50" Anniverary
ADRINE SARKISSIAN - 6" Anniversary



Gala Celebrating the 95" Anniversary
of the First Armenian Republic

June 1, 2013 at 8:00 pm

Keynote Speaker Vahan Hovhannesian
R.A. Parliament and ARF Bureau Member

Kevork Artinian
and His Band

m m b Full course dinner
' n . and mezzeh

Tickets
$65 Adults
$50 Children 5-10 years old
Children under 5 free

Armenian Center 69-23 47th Ave. Woodside, NY 11377
For more information, call (718) 651-4687



Friday, June 7th, at 8 PM
At the Armenian Center, 69-23 47t Avenue, Woodside, NY

ORGANIZED BY ST. ILLUMINATOR’S CATHEDRAL AND
HAMAZKAYIN EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SOCIETY OF NY

CONCERT DEDICATED TO THE 300th JUBILEE OF SAYAT NOVA

FEATURING

ELIE BERBERIAN (Canada) and his band

Songs by Sayat Nova and other favorite minstrels
Suggested donation: $25.00, post-concert reception included
For tickets please contact office@stilluminators.org; gradaranik@gmail.com or call

212-689-5880
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Sponsored by

St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission

HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
Series of Seminars (8)

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science

May 2 to June 20, 2013
Every Thursday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm

At the St. Illuminator Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall
221 East 27™ Street, New York, NY 10016

The participants attending all seminars will be awarded course
completion certificates.

For information please call Cathedral’s office: 212-689-5880 or email: office@stilluminators.org
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*Free Shuttle Service To & From The Home?*

NEW YORK ARMENIAN HOME
137-31 45" Avenue - Flushing, NY 11355

THE RESIDENTS & FRIENDS
OF THE ARMENIAN HOME INVITE YOU ToO JOIN THEM AT THEIR

ANNUAL PICNIC

Sunday, June 9, 2013

1:00 to 6:00 P.M.

ENjoY THE Music OF
DICK BARSAMIAN-Oud & Vocals / HAROLD HAGOPIAN-Clarinet
CHRIS MARASHLIAN-Bass / RAFFI MASOYAN-Dumbeg

Bring Your Family, Friends, dancing shoes and your appetite!

Fun Activities
For The Children!

See back for details

Your generosity makes the New York Armenian Home exceptional
Help us defray picnic expenses with your financial contribution
Please return your check and raffle tickets in the enclosed self addressed envelope.

Telephone: (718) 461-1504 Fax: (718) 461-3079 e-mall: nyhyehome@nyc.rr.com



UPCOMING

Friday, June 7th, at 8 PM

At the Armenian Center

69-23 47" Avenue, Woodside, NY

CONCERT DEDICATED TO THE 300th JUBILEE OF SAYAT NOVA

FEATURING ELIE BERBERIAN (Canada) and his band

May 2 to June 20, 2013

Every Thursday from 7:00pm to 8:30pm

At the Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall

Sponsored by

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and UN Armenian Mission

HISTORY OF ARMENIA: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

Series of Seminars (8)

Facilitator: Artur Martirosyan, PhD in Political Science

(Those who are interested can sign up for May 23th upcoming seminar)

Sunday, June 30, 2013 at 1:00pm
LUNCHEON & PROGRAM
Organized by St. llluminator Cathedral’s Ladies Guild

Sunday, August 18, 2013
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
BLESSING OF THE GRAPES

Sunday, September 15, 2013

FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

DIVINE LITURGY, BLESSING OF THE HARVEST (Uu2UUSUVU), MADAGH

BOOK PRESENTATION “ONE CHURCH ONE NATION” by HRAIR HAWK KHATCHERIAN

Saturday, September 21, 2013

St. Illuminator Cathedral’s
“HUYSER” Music Ensemble presents
THE SOUND OF FREEDOM
Celebration of Independence

Details to follow...



