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***************** 

CELEBRATING FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 

OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

DIVINE LITURGY, BLESSING OF THE GRAPES AND LUNCHEON 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2013 

 

Under the Auspices of 

H. E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate 

 

Organized and Prepared by 

Ladies Guild of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral 

Admission: $25.00 
 



GRAPE BLESSING FOR RESIDENTS OF THE ARMENIAN HOME IN FLUSHING 

 

V. Rev. Fr. Sahag Yemishyan and Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian together with some parishioners visited the 

Armenian Home for the Aged in Flushing, New York, on Wednesday, August 14, 2013. 

Hayr Sahag and Der Mesrob conducted the Blessing of the Grapes ceremony for the residents and staff of 

the Home. Hayr Sourp explained the significance of the centuries-old tradition of the grape blessing prior 

to the ceremony. Afterwards he greeted and blessed each of the residents individually and presented each 

a bag of the blessed grapes.  On this occasion, Board of Trustees members Yervant Kasparian and 

Antranig Vartanian presented a gift of five hundred dollars to the Home on behalf of St. Illuminator’s 

Cathedral. 

 

            

 
        

 



 
 

 

                      
 
                  Hayr Sourp blessing residents                                            Yn. Ojeen Lakissian is greeting Yn. Azniv     

                                                                                                       Giragosian widow of  late Rev. Fr. Khatchadour  

                                                                                                       Giragosian of blessed memory who served our  

                                                                                                                           Cathedral from 1950-1953 

 

 

 
 

Board members Yervant Kasparian and Antranig Vartanian presented $500.00 donation to the Executive Director 

of the Armenian Home Aghavni Ellian  

 

 

 



 
 

 
FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

 

       This Sunday, August 18, the Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the Assumption (Verapokoum) of the 

Holy Mother of God and the Blessing of the Grapes. Verapokoum in classical Armenian means “transport up.” 

According to tradition, when the Holy Mother died she was buried by the apostles. Bartholomew, who was not 

present at her funeral, wanted to visit her grave. When the gravestone was lifted they were surprised to find that her 

body had disappeared. It was believed that Christ had come and taken his mother to the Heavenly Kingdom. Based 

on this event, the Church Fathers established the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which is one 

of the five tabernacle feast days in the Armenian Church’s liturgical calendar. The feast is preceded by a week (five 

days) of fasting and followed by a memorial day. 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE GRAPES 

 

       The Blessing of the Grapes takes place on the Feast of the Assumption, although there is no connection 

between the two. Similar to other holidays, it coincides with a pre-Christian era festival that the Church Fathers 

incorporated into the liturgical calendar. The hymn Park Sourb Khatchesi (Glory to Your Sacred Cross) is sung; 

Biblical passages are recited, followed by a prayer composed by Catholicos Nerses Shnorhali specifically for this 

occasion. After the prayer, the grapes are blessed three times with the words Orhnestsee Bahbanestsee and then the 

blessed grapes are distributed to the faithful, many of whom have refrained from eating grapes this year until after 

this blessing.  

       Certainly we can say that the Blessing of the Grapes is a celebration of the fruitfulness of the earth. Grapes are 

one of the oldest cultivated plants in the world. Noah planted a vineyard immediately after disembarking from the 

Ark (Genesis, Chapter 9) in Nackhichevan, Armenia. And, of course, the wine of the Divine Liturgy comes from 

grapes.  

  

Bless, O Lord, the grape plants and vineyards from which these grapes are taken and presented to the 

holy church, and make them bountiful and fruitful; let them be like good and fertile land, protect the 

vineyard from all kinds of misfortune and destruction  which come from above because of our sins, from 

hail, from cold, from hot winds, and from destructive insects, so that we may enjoy that which You have 

created in this world for our enjoyment and for Your glory, and grant that we may be worthy to eat and 

drink with You from the bounty of Your most fruitful vine at the table of Your Father’s Kingdom, 

according to the just promise which You made, to the honor and glory of Your coexisting Trinity, the 

Father, the Son, and the most Holy Spirit to whom is due glory, power, and honor, now and forever. 

Amen. 

(From the prayer written by Catholicos Nerses Shnorhali for the Blessing of the Grapes)  

 

Armenian Prelacy – “Crossroads” 

 

 



2 0 1 3 

Ð²Ú Øúð î²ðÆ 

THE YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN MOTHER 

 

               Ø ³ Û ñ ë 

...²é³çÇÝ Ý»óáõÏÝ ÑáÕÝ ¿ Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇ, 

Ð³Ûñ»ÝÇ ÑáÕÁ, áñ ëÝ»É ¿ ÇÝÓ, 

àñ »Õ»É ¿ ÇÙ Ù³ÛñÁ Ù³Ûñ»ñÇ: - 

 

ºñÏñáñ¹ Ý»óáõÏÁª Ù³Ûñë ¿, Çñ ³ÝµÇÍ 

ºõ ³Ýß³Ñ ëÇñáí, ÙÇßï µ³ñÇ¯, µ³ñÇ¯, 

Ø³Ûñë, - ÇÙ Ï»³ÝùÇ ³ñß³ÉáÛëÁ í³é: 

 

êáÕáÙáÝ î³ñûÝóÇ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAY -AT-HOME MOMS SHOULD EARN A $115,000.00 SALARY 

According to the survey, the typical stay-at-home mother works almost 97 hours a week, 

spending 13.2 hours as a day-care teacher; 3.9 hours as household ceo.; 7.6 hours as a 

psychologist; 14.1 hours as a chef; 15.4 hours as a housekeeper; 6.6 hours doing 

laundry; 9.5 hours as a pc-or-mac operator; 10.7 hours as a facilities manager; 7.8 

hours as a janitor and 7.8 hours driving the family van. 

 

 

 

 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2013 

 

ìºð²öàÊàôØÜ ê. ²êîàô²Ì²ÌÜÆ                  
 

²ôºî²ð²Ü Àêî ÔàôÎ²êàô (2:1-7) 

 

   ²Û¹ ûñ»ñáõÝ ú·áëïáë Ï³Ûëñ Ññ³Ù³Ý³·Çñ Ñ³Ý»óª Çñ Ï³ÛëñáõÃ»³Ý ë³ÑÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç 

·ïÝáõáÕ µáÉáñ µÝ³ÏÇãÝ»ñáõÝ Ù³ñ¹³Ñ³Ù³ñÁ Ï³ï³ñ»Éáõ: ²Ûë ³é³çÇÝ Ù³ñ¹³Ñ³Ù³ñÁ ï»ÕÇ 

áõÝ»ó³õ êáõñÇ³ÛÇ Ï³é³í³ñÇã ÎÇñ»ÝÇáëÇ ûñ»ñáõÝ: ²Ù¿Ý Ù³ñ¹ Çñ ÍÝÝ¹³í³Ûñ ù³Õ³ùÁ Ï°»ñÃ³ñ 

Çñ ³ÝáõÝÁ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñ»É ï³Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ: Úáíë¿÷, ¸³õÇÃÇ ó»Õ¿Ý »õ ³½·³ïáÑÙ¿Ý ÁÉÉ³ÉáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ, 

¶³ÉÇÉ»³ÛÇ Ü³½³ñ¿Ã ù³Õ³ù¿Ý  »É³õ »õ Çñ ³ÝáõÝÁ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñ»É ï³Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ·Ý³ó Ðñ¿³ëï³ÝÇ 

´»ÃÉ»Ñ¿Ù ù³Õ³ùÁ, ¸³õÇÃ Ã³·³õáñÇÝ ÍÝÝ¹³í³ÛñÁ: Æñ»Ý Ï°ÁÝÏ»ñ³Ý³ñ Çñ Ýß³Ý³ÍÁª Ø³ñÇ³Ù, 

áñ ÛÕÇ ¿ñ: 

   ´»ÃÉ»Ñ¿ÙÇ Ù¿ç Ø³ñÇ³ÙÇ ÍÝÝ¹³µ»ñáõÃ»³Ý Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÁ Ñ³ë³õ »õ ÍÝ³õ Çñ ³Ý¹ñ³ÝÇÏ ½³õ³ÏÁ, 

áñ ÷³ÃÃ»ó Ë³ÝÓ³ñáõñÇ Ù¿ç »õ ¹ñ³õ ÙëáõñÇ ÙÁ Ù¿ç, áñáíÑ»ï»õ å³Ý¹áÏÇÝ Ù¿ç Çñ»Ýó Ñ³Ù³ñ ï»Õ 

ãÏ³ñ: 

ÖÞ. ÀÜÂºðòàôØ 

       ºñ·. 4: 9 - 15, 8 : 14        ºë. 7: 10 -16      ¶Õ. 3: 29 -4 : 7                  

   
 

ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE (2:1-7) 

   In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quitrinus was governor of Syria. All went to their own 

towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  

   While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her first-born 

son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 

BIBLE READINGS 

Song. 4: 9 - 15, 8 : 14       Is. 7: 10 -16       Gal. 3: 29 -4 : 7 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

“ONE CHURCH ONE NATION” 

BOOK PRESENTATION   

By HRAIR HAWK KHATCHERIAN 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2013 AT 1:00pm 

At St. Illuminator Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall 

 

 
 

          

Hrair Hawk Khatcherian will sign copies of his newly published book. 

 

 

 



 

 

 







 

Sunday, August 18, 2013 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

BLESSING OF THE GRAPES & LUNCHEON 

Admission: $25.00 

 

Thursday, August 29, 2013 at 7:00pm 

THE PRIESTESS 

Presentation of the Armenian film  

by the director and actor VIGEN CHALDRANYAN 

Admission: $20.00 

 

Sunday, September 15, 2013 

FEAST OF EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

DIVINE LITURGY, BLESSING OF THE HARVEST (²Ü¸²êî²Ü), MADAGH 

BOOK PRESENTATION “ONE CHURCH ONE NATION”  

by HRAIR HAWK KHATCHERIAN  

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 at 11:00 

OPENING OF THE SATURDAY SCHOOL 

In Woodside, NY 

 

Saturday, September 21, 2013 at 7:30pm 

St. Illuminator Cathedral’s  

“HUYSER” Music Ensemble presents 

THE SOUND OF FREEDOM 

Celebration of Independence  

At the Frank Sinatra School of the Arts 

Tony Bennett Concert Hall 

35-12 35
th

 Avenue, Astoria, NY 11106 

Tickets: $25.00 – $35.00 

 

September 5 to October 3, 2013 

“A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO MODERN ARMENIAN LITERATURE,” a series of five seminars 

presented on Thursdays, 7 pm to 8:30pm, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.  Sponsored by the Armenian 

National Education Committee (ANEC) and the St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.  Presented by Vartan 

Matiossian, Ph.D. 

 

Saturday, October 5, 2013, from 2pm to 6pm 

Symposium “ARMENIAN WOMEN AS ARTISTS AND MOTHERS” 

Sponsored by the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC) at the St. Illuminator Cathedral’s John 

Pashalian Hall, on the year of the Mother of the Armenian Family. 

Lecturers: Melissa Bilal (Columbia University), Jennifer Manoukian (Columbia Univercity) and Vartan 

Matiossian (ANEC) 


