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ST. ILLUMINATOR’S WEEKLY NEWS 
 

“Armenian Women as Mothers and Artists” 

An Interesting Symposium Sponsored by ANEC in New York 

 

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, has deemed 2013 the “Year of the Mother 

of the Armenian Family” and asked Armenians throughout the world to organize activities in order to 

reflect on and to explore the central role of mothers in the past and present of our nation. With this idea in 

mind, the Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC) sponsored a symposium, “Armenian Women 

as Mothers and Artists,” to offer some insights into the richness, depth, and breadth of the issue. The 

symposium was held at the St. Illuminator’s Armenian Cathedral John Pashalian Hall on Saturday, 

October 5, 2013 in the afternoon.  

 

After the welcoming words of Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, pastor of St. Illuminator’s Armenian Cathedral 

and member of ANEC, the symposium was opened and conducted by fellow member Ms. Sossi 

Essajanian. The first presentation was by Dr. Melissa Bilal, a postdoctoral fellow and lecturer at Columbia 

University, Department of Music. She has written on the historical and ethnographic aspects of Armenian 

lullaby in Turkey as a genre of intimacy, testimony, and protest. Unfortunately, due to health problems, 

Dr. Bilal could not attend the symposium and Ms. Essajanian read her paper, illustrated with musical 

fragments, in a very inspiring way. The presenter discussed how songs, especially lullabies, powerfully 

mediate the transmission of loss, particularly with relation to the Armenian Genocide. She argued that 

lullabies created, remembered, and sung by Armenian “grandmothers,” either in Armenian or in Turkish, 

provide the listener with an orientation toward a mode of knowing and feeling. The lullaby, at the same 

time, in many instances, enables silent mourning.  

 

Afterwards, Jennifer Manoukian, a graduate student in the Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian 

and African Studies at Columbia University, considered the life of Zabel Yessayan, the foremost female 

author of Armenian literature in the first half of the twentieth century. Her lively discussion highlighted 

Yessayan’s roles as mother and activist throughout the Adana massacre of 1909, the Armenian Genocide, 

and the first years of the Diaspora. Ms. Manoukian, whose B.A. thesis was on the early writings of 

Yessayan and who has translated several works of her into English, included largely un-translated 

autobiographical texts, personal letters, and accounts of Yessayan’s family members in her presentation.  

 

A coffee break was followed by the final presentation, by Dr. Vartan Matiossian, executive director of the 

Armenian National Education Committee, who tackled the little-known figure of Armen Ohanian. Despite 

her male name, she was a dancer, actress, writer, and translator, whose life journey allowed her to 

construct a multidimensional identity. Her life across borders, languages, and cultures embodied some 

elements that today are intimately intertwined with the concept of diaspora. Dr. Matiossian, who co-

authored a book in Armenian on Ohanian in 2007, drew upon a wide array of sources in several languages 

to offer an entertaining presentation about a fascinating biography.  

 

The presentations at this symposium highlighted various manifestations of Armenian women in their role 

as mothers in different spaces and places, and left the audience with considerations for Armenian mothers 

in the 21st century. 

 



 

   
                            Sossi Essajanian                                                            Jennifer Manoukian  

 

 

 
Dr. Vartan Matiossian 

 

 
Members of ANEC Rev. Mesrob Lakissian, Sossi Essajanian, Haroutiune Misserlian, chairman,  

Dr. Vartan Matiossian, executive director, Dr. Asbed Vassilian and Jennifer Manoukian, (lecturer) 



S  A  C  R  A  M  E  N  T  S 

 

W  E  D  D  I  N  G      
 

EDGAR KARAPETIAN and DANA KRISTEN HUSTON were united in the Holy Matrimony at the St. 

Illuminator’s Cathedral on Friday, October 4
th
, 2013. 

Armen Semizian and Jessica Stevens were Best Man and Matron of Honor.  

We congratulate newlywed couple, their parents Mr. & Mrs. Samuel and Manushak Karapetian and Mr. & Mrs. 

Thomas and Karen Huston.   
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Ð²Ú Øúð î²ðÆ 

THE YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN MOTHER 

 

²éáõ³ÏÇÝ Ùûï Ù»ñ ·ÇõÕÇÝ, 
Øûñë Ñ»ïÁ Ã³ÝÏ³·ÇÝ, 

àõñ³Ë ¿Ç áõ Ñ½ûñ,  

ÊñáËï ï»ëùáí ÉÇ³½ûñ: 

 

ºñ³½ ï»ë³Û, ëÇñáõÝ Ù³Ûñë Ùûï»ó³õ, 

ÆÝÓ åÇÝ¹ ·ñÏ»ó, ÇëÏáÛÝ ëÇñïë Ñ³Ý·ã»ó³õ, 

ø³Õóñ Ó³ÛÝ¿Ý áõ µáõñÙáõÝù¿Ý Ù³Ûñ³Ï³Ý, 

²ÝÑ»ï³ó³Ý íÇßïë áõ ó³õë Û³õÇï»³Ý: 

 

Ø³Ûñë Ñå³õ ³ãù»ñáõë, 

ÚáÛë »õ ÉáÛë É»óáõó. 

Ø³Ûñë ¹å³õ ßñÃÝ»ñáõë, 

Êûëùë ù³Õóñ³óáõó. 

ºñµ Ùûï»ó³õ ÷³Ï ëñïÇë 

ÊÇÕ×ë ³ñÃÝóáõó: 

 

     Øûñë ¹¿ÙùÁ ³ãùÇë ³é³ç, 

                                                                             Èáõé ³ÕûÃùÁ ³Ï³ÝçÇë Ù¿ç, 

                                                                            ä³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ ÝáÛÝÇëÏ »ñÃ³Ù, 

                                                                            ØÇßï Û³ÕÃ³Ï³Ý »ï ÏÁ ¹³éÝ³Ù: 

 

ÄáÕáíñ¹³Ï³Ý 

 

 

“Who ran to help me when I fell 

And would some pretty story tell, 

Or kiss the place to make it well? 

My mother.” 

 

Ann Taylor 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

                                                                                              FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSLATORS 

 

This Saturday, October 12, the Armenian Church 

commemorates the Feast of the Holy Translators, 

one of the most beloved feasts. There are, in fact, 

two such commemorations in our liturgical 

calendar. One is on the Thursday following the 

fourth Sunday after Pentecost, which can occur in 

June or July; the other is on the second Saturday 

of October. 

       The October commemoration focuses on the 

creation of the Armenian alphabet (406) and on 

the accomplishments of the Holy Translators. 

Mesrob Mashdots, the founder of the alphabet, 

and Catholicos Sahag, together with some of their 

students, translated the Bible. Schools were 

opened and the works of world-renowned scholars 

were translated. Their work gave the Armenian  

                                                                                          Church a distinct national identity. 

       In modern times the entire month of October has been designated as a “Month of Culture.” 

Armenians throughout the Diaspora and Armenia mark this with cultural events not only in remembrance 

of the past, but in celebration of modern-day scholars, theologians, writers, and translators. 

       Specifically remembered this Saturday along with Mesrob and Sahag, are: Yeghishe, a renowned 

student of Sahag and Mesrob, who served as secretary to Vartan Mamigonian and who wrote the great 

history of the Vartanantz wars; Movses of Khoren, another student of Sahag and Mesrob, who is revered 

as the father of Armenian history; David the Invincible, a student of Movses, received most of his 

education in Athens, where he was given the title “Invincible” because of his brilliance in 

philosophy; Gregory of Narek, who is considered the greatest poet of the Armenian nation and its first 

and greatest mystic; and Nerses Shnorhali, a great writer, musician, theologian, and ecumenist.  

 

Armenian Prelacy – “Crossroads” 

  

 

 

Þ²ð²Î²Ü êð´àò Â²ð¶Ø²Üâ²ò 
 

àñù ½³ñ¹³ñ»óÇÝ ïÝûñÇÝ³µ³ñ ½ÇÙ³ëïë ²Ý»ÕÇÝ, 

Ð³ëï³ï»Éáí Û»ñÏñÇ ½·Çñ Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇª 

Ðáíáõ»É ½Ñûï Ýáñ Æëñ³Û¿ÉÇ, 

ºñ·áí ù³ÕóñáõÃ»³Ý ÑÝãÙ³Ùµ ½²ëïáõ³Í ûñÑÝ»ëóáõù: 

 

ì³ñ¹³Ý ìñ¹. ²ñ»õ»ÉóÇ  
 
 



                                O B I T U A R Y                              Ø ² Ð ² ¼ ¸ 

 

 

MARIE PANOSSIAN 

1925 – 2013 

 

Marie Panossian, born on January 1, 1925 in Kerkan, Turkey, passed away on October 6, 2013 at the age 

of 88.  Funeral service took place at the Edward Lynch Funeral Home, Queens, NY. Interment service 

was held on October 9
th

 at the Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to her children Varoujan, Araxie, Arpy and their families. 

 

Asdvatz hokeen lousavoreh. May God illuminate her soul. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=armenian+stone+crosses&hl=en&sa=X&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS487US488&biw=1600&bih=750&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=Gth8H-YdElqTgM:&imgrefurl=http://www.hathout.net/English/Products/StoneCarvingMain.html&docid=0MYRYzP7efqKpM&imgurl=http://www.hathout.net/Images/Products/StoneCarving/Ca2e.jpg&w=500&h=700&ei=5S1jUMumKPPG0AH8j4HIDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=339&vpy=397&dur=3168&hovh=266&hovw=190&tx=115&ty=212&sig=118280617898802330386&page=1&tbnh=121&tbnw=86&start=0&ndsp=41&ved=1t:429,r:32,s:0,i:172


SUNDAY 13, 2013 

Ê²âìºð²ò¾Ü ºîø º. ÎÆð²ÎÆ 
 

²ôºî²ð²Ü Àêî Ø²ðÎàêÆ (12:35-44) 

 

ÚÇëáõë ï³×³ñÇÝ Ù¿ç áõëáõó³Ý»Éáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ Ñ³ñóáõó ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ. - úñ¿ÝùÇ áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñÁ 

Ç±Ýãå¿ë Ï°Áë»Ýª Ã¿ øñÇëïáë ¸³õÇÃÇ àñ¹ÇÝ ¿, »ñµ ¸³õÇÃ ÇÝù êáõñµ Ðá·Ç¿Ý Ý»ñßÝãáõ³Íª Ï°Áë¿. §î¿ñÁ Áë³õ 

ÇÙ ïÇñáçë. - ²ç ÏáÕÙë Ýëï¿, ÙÇÝã»õ ÃßÝ³ÙÇÝ»ñ¹ áïù»ñáõ¹ ï³Ï ¹Ý»Ù áñå¿ë å³ïáõ³Ý¹³Ý¦: ºÃ¿ ¸³õÇÃ 

½³ÛÝ ï¿ñ ÏÁ Ïáã¿, ÇÝãå¿±ë áõñ»ÙÝ øñÇëïáëÁ ³Ýáñ áñ¹ÇÝ ¿: 

 

ÄáÕáíáõñ¹Á Ñ³×áÛùáí ÙïÇÏ Ï°ÁÝ¿ñ ÚÇëáõëÇ, áñ Çñ áõëáõóáõÙÝ»ñÁ ß³ñáõÝ³Ï»Éáíª Ï°Áë¿ñ. - ¼·á°Ûß 

»Õ¿ù úñ¿ÝùÇ áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñ¿Ý, áñáÝù ÏÁ ëÇñ»Ý ÷³é³õáñ ½·»ëïÝ»ñáí ßñçÇÉ, Ññ³å³ñ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ íñ³Û 

Ù³ñ¹áóÙ¿ Û³ñ·³ÉÇñ µ³ñ»õÝ»ñ ÁÝ¹áõÝÇÉ, ÅáÕáí³ñ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ³é³çÇÝ ³ÃáéÝ»ñÁ ·ñ³õ»É »õ ÁÝÃñÇùÝ»ñáõ 

ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝª å³ïáõáÛ ï»Õ»ñÁ: Ø¿Ï ÏáÕÙ¿ ³ÛñÇÝ»ñáõÝ ïáõÝ»ñÁ ³ÝáÝó Ó»éù¿Ý ÏÁ Û³÷ßï³Ï»Ý, ÇëÏ ÙÇõë 

ÏáÕÙ¿ Ï»ÕÍ³õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ Çñ»Ýó ³ÕûÃùÁ Ï°»ñÏ³ñ»Ý:  ²ëáñ Ñ³Ù³ñ ³õ»ÉÇ° ËÇëï ¹³ï³å³ñïáõÃÇõÝ åÇïÇ 

ÁÝ¹áõÝÇÝ: 

 

ÚÇëáõë Ï»ó³Í ¿ñ ï³×³ñÇ ·³ÝÓ³Ý³ÏÇÝ Ùûï »õ ÏÁ ¹Çï¿ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Á, áñ ¹ñ³Ù ÏÁ Ý»ï¿ñ 

·³ÝÓ³Ý³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç: Þ³ï ÙÁ Ñ³ñáõëïÝ»ñ Ù»Í ·áõÙ³ñÝ»ñ Ý»ï»óÇÝ: ²Õù³ï ³ÛñÇ ÙÁÝ ³É »Ï³õ »õ Ý»ï»ó 

»ñÏáõ ÉáõÙ³Û, áñ ù³ÝÇ ÙÁ  ¹³Ñ»Ï³Ý ÏªÁÝ¿: ÚÇëáõë ÙûïÁ Ï³Ýã»ó Çñ ³ß³Ï»ñïÝ»ñÁ »õ Áë³õ ³ÝáÝó. - 

ìëï³°Ñ ·Çïó¿ù, áñ ³Ûë Ãßáõ³é ³ÛñÇÝ µáÉáñ¿Ý ß³ï ¹ñ³Ù Ý»ï³Í »Õ³õ ·³ÝÓ³Ý³ÏÇÝ Ù¿ç, áñáíÑ»ï»õ 

ÙÇõëÝ»ñÁ Çñ»Ýó ³õ»Éáñ¹ ·áõÙ³ñÝ»ñ¿Ý Ý»ï»óÇÝ, ÙÇÝã ³ÝÇÏ³, Ñ³Ï³é³Ï ãù³õáñ ÁÉÉ³ÉáõÝ, ÇÝã áñ áõÝ¿ñª 

Ý»ï»ó, Çñ ³Ùµá°Õç ³åñáõëïÁ: 

 
ÖÞ. ÀÜÂºðòàôØ       

 
  ºë. 19:1-11                        ¶Õ. 2:1-10                

 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

 
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK (12:35-44) 

 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Messiah is the son of 

David? David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared, “The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet.”  David himself calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?”  And 

the large crowd was listening to him with delight.   

 As Jesus taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and to be 

greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor 

at banquets.  They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.  They will 

receive the greater condemnation.” 

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many 

rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worthy a 

penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 

abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had; all she had to live on.” 

 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS                

                                                                 Is.19:1-11             Gal. 2:1-10 

           



CATHEDRAL’S MAIL BOX – Ü²Ø²Î²ÜÆ  
 

                                                                                                                              September 22, 2013 

St. Illuminator’s Armenian Apostolic Cathedral 

221 East 27
th
 Street 

New York, NY  10016 

 

Dear Der Mesrob, 

First of all, thank you for inviting me to Saturday night “Huyser” gala concert at the well-known Frank Sinatra 

School of the Arts.  I was more than willing to purchase my own ticket to such a notable occasion: the 22
nd

 

Anniversary of the Independence of Armenia.  But it was nice of you to invite me personally.  

My congratulations to Harout Barsoumian and the other organizers for such a grand undertaking.  Your own 

introduction to the concert was well executed.  Your namesake Srpazan Mesrob Ashjian would have been proud. 

Again, my sincere thanks to you for remembering me.     

Sincerely, 

George Maksian 

*************** 

October 3, 2013 

Dear Der Mesrob, 

Thank you so very much for seeing my mother in the hospital.  We would not be where we are now without the 

power of prayer. 

I wanted to send you these books earlier but have been very busy taking care of “Deegeen” Nevart who continues 

to surprise us with her amazing recovery. 

God bless you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

Anahid Hamparian 

 

 

 



êñµ. Â³ñ·Ù³Ýã³Í îûÝ 
 

ê. Èàôê²ôàðÆâ Ð²Úò. ²è²øºÈ²Î²Ü 

Ø²Úð ºÎºÔºòÆ            
 

 

Ð²Ø²¼¶²ÚÆÜ Ð³Û ÎñÃ³Ï³Ý »õ 

 Øß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ ØÇáõÃÇõÝ        

 

        ÎÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»Ý 
 

 

 

 

Ð²Ú 

¶Æðºðàô 

¶ÆôîÀª     
 àõÅ… Øß³ÏáÛÃ… »õ 

²½· 

 

 

 
                    

 

¸³ë³Ëûëª 

¸ñ.Ðñ³Ý¹ Ø³ñ·³ñ»³Ý 
(Ð³Û»ñ¿Ý »õ ²Ý·É»ñ¿Ý) 

 

ÐáÏï»Ùµ»ñ 13, 2013 Å³ÙÁ 2 Ï» 

´³ß³É»³Ý êñ³Ñ 

ê. Èáõë³õáñÇã Ø³Ûñ ºÏ»Õ»óÇ 

THE FEAST OF HOLY           

TRANSLATORS 

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral  

and  

Hamazkayin, NY 

Present a slide presentation  

 

 

 

THE 

INVENTION 

OF THE 

ARMENIAN 

ALPHABET- 
a power, a culture 

and a nation 

 

 
 

Dr. Herand Markarian 
(In Armenian and English)  

 

October 13, 2013 at 2 pm 

 Pashalian Hall 

St. Illuminator’s Cathedral 

221 E. 27 Street, NYC 



 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

October 13, 2013 at 2:00pm  

At the St. Illuminator Cathedral’s John Pashalian Hall  

THE FEAST OF HOLY TRANSLATORS 

Organized by St. Illuminator’s Cathedral and Hamazkayin of NY  

THE INVENTION OF THE ARMENIAN ALPHABET 

Lecturer: Dr. Herand Markarian 

(In Armenian and English) 

 

October 24 to December 19, 2013   

BIBLE STUDY 

“THE LETTER OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS” - 8 session program presented on Thursdays, 

7:15 pm to 8:45pm, at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral.   

Sessions will be presented by Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Executive Director of Armenian Religious 

Council (AREC) of the Eastern Prelacy 

 

 

 


